Municipal Bill.

Tee COL.ONIAL SECRETARY:
Clause 441 empowers the council to strike
a special rate, where moneys are borrowed,
and is in similar terms to Clause 382,
authorising the rate for levying ordinary
revenue,
strike a loan rate up to 1s. 6d. in the
pound on the annual value, or where the
system of valuation on the capital unim-
proved value is adopted they may strike
& rate up to 6d. in the pound in munici-
palities not within proclaimed goldfields,
and up to 1s. in the pound on the capital
unimproved valueof theland in municipali-
ties within proclaimed goldfields. Clause
474 and the following clauses give ex-
tended powers to auditors and inspectors.
There are some slight amendments in
some of the other clnuses, but they are
really only consequential on clanses I
have mentioned.

Hon. J. W, Hackerr: Auditors are
elected for two years.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : One
retires each year. ‘There will be two
auditors elected. TUnder the present Act

- two retire each year. Clauses 505 to
the end, with the exception of Clause 517,
contain geveral provisions taken princi-
pally from the Victorian Act, and they
are for the enforcement and befter carry-
ing out of this mensure. Clanse 517
empowers the Minister to have a board
to decide disputes between municipalities.
T think I have touched npon all the prin-
pal amendments. There may be some
other slicht amendments. I trust mem-
hers have not been wearied by this rather
long explanation, but I thought it well
that I should touch on all the new clauses
s0 as to draw the attention of members
to them. As I said at the beginning,
this is not a Bill for a second-
reading speech at all. The priociple
is one which I think we are all agreed
upon, namely the principle of municipal
government, and I thought it would meet
the case better if I mmply touched on
the new clauses and the amending
clauses, so as to draw the attention of
wmembers to them, in order that they may
be ready to deal with them in Committee,

Hox, J. W. Hackerr: Is the 1llth
schedule exactly the same as the old vne,
page 167 7

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Yes, I think so. I bave no tick to it,
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It provides that they may .

. Let it

and I went through the Bill and placed ;
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ticks where the provisions were different.
T will make a note of that. T do not
think there is anything I can add to
what I have already said. T beg tu move
that the Bill he now read a second time.

Hox. G. RANDELL suggested that
the debate be udjourned uantil Tuesday,
6th November.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY:
he Tuesday next. There was
nothing else to go on with at pre-
sent, bnt subsequently there would be
numerous Bills coming down. Three or
four big Bills were expected next week,
and if we could make a little progress on
this Bill it would he well.

How. . RANDELL moved that the
debate be ndjourned until Tuesday next.

Motion passed, the debute adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at two minutes
past 6 o'clock, until the next Tuesday.

Legislatibe Rssembly,
Tharsday, 25th October, 1906.

Questions: Printing of Reports, delay
Railway Cowmissioner's Report, when
BMaps Lnreimble, how purchaged

Select Lomnutteea Police Offences Bill, as to o5

Annual Estmn.tes Tichate on Fingnee resumed
(DL, J)ughsh Mr Piesse, Br. Ihdkerj
andjourned .. .. 211

THE SPEAKEh toak the Chair at
430 o'clock p.m.

PraYERS.

QUESTION—PRINTING OF REPORYTS.

Mr, G. TAYLOR : I desire to ask,
without notice, whether when a resolution
of the House has been carried that certain
papers be printed, it is left in the discre-
tion of the Mimster, or whether it is the
duty of the Speaker to see that the reso-
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lution is carvied out. My reason for
asking is that I find the report of the
Bagtery Board has not yet been printed.
A very important conference is sitting,
and the delegates feel the abseuce of that
printed report in their deliberativns.

Mr. SPEAKER : I find this matter is
not carried out through the Clerks, butis
left to the Minister himself. Perhaps the
Minister will explain.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory): I would like to say, after
havipg promised the House that the re-
port should be printed, it was innmediately
Placed in the hands of the Government
Printer, I have been wrging the early
printing of the report, and I made inguiry
yasterday, but could not gei the report—
owing, I was told, to the stress of par-
hamentary work at the Printing Office.
I left a special message last Tuesday that
the work was to be available to-day or
to-morrow ; but the Government Printer
states that there is such a stress of par-
liamentary work, probably owing to the
length of the speeches made, that the
report cannot be got out as speedily as
desired.

QUESTION—RAILWAY COMNMIS-
SIONER'S REFORT.

Mz. EWING, withount notice, asked:
When will the yearly report of the Com-
missioner of Railways be available to
members ¥

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS:
Iam anticipating the report daily. A
supplementary report was given to the
House some time ago to comply with the
statute. The full report, I believe, is
expected duily. The Commissioner assures
me that every effort will be made to have
it available before the Railway Estimates
are entered on hy this House. T have
given special instruction as to that. It
is desirable the report should be in the
hands of members before they are asked
to deal with the Railway Estimates,

QUESTION—MAPS UNRELIABLE, HOW
PURCHASED.

Mz. HORAN asked the Premier:
1, Who is respounsible for the purchase
of the large number of maps of the Com.
monwealth and New Zealand, with wmap
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of the world on reverse side, to be found
m Government offices in this State?
2, Is he aware that these maps are un-
reliable, the statistics and other figures
being undated, and the spelling of names
and distances being invorrect? 3, How
wany of such maps were purchased by
the Government? 4, What price was
paid for the purchase? 35, Doos the
Grovernment consider, in the present con-
dition of the finances, it was justified in
patronising travelling adventurers by
purchasing such articles at such prices ¥

Tue TREASURER (for the Premier)
veplied : 1, Ministers and permanent
heads of Departments. 2, No. The
maps are by the relinble firm of W. & A.
K. Johnston, Limited. 3, 34. 4, £20
17s. 6d. 5, The Government are not
aware that the individual who secured
the order is a * travelling adventurer,”
and in view of the statement of the Chief
Draftsman that the map was a very
useful one and published by the best-
known cartographers, it was considered
that the expense was justified as a ready
means of office reference.

POLICE OFFENCES BILL INQUIRY.
AS TO COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES (in
the absence of the Attorney General)
moved that the time for bringing up the
report of the select committee on the
Police Offences Bill be extended until
Tuesday next.

Me. TAYLOR: Without wishing 1o
hurry the committee, this report had been
desired by the House for a cousiderable
time, and this was not the only report of
a select committee which had Dbeen
delayed. Several committees were due
to report, and it was hoped the House
wounld uwot be too generous in granting
uxtensions of time. He recognised that
committees were sometimes called on to
report on matters that required delay in
consequence of the investigations, and in
such cases extension of time should be
granted ; but in this case the report had
heen hanging over for some time. Thie
should he the last extension.

Mr. A. J. WILSON: It was unfair
for the hon. member to speak about the
reports of committees when he knew
nothing of the circumstances under which
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this committee was labouring, and which
prevented the repori being brought for-
ward. When the Attorney Ueneral
asked For an extension of time until to-
day, the whole of the evidence bad been
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taken and the draft report prepared, and |

the Attorner General thought he would
be able to submit the draft report to the
members of the committee at a meeting
which was to have been held vesterday.
Unfortunately two members of the com-
mittee were away at the York Show, and
the meeting could not be held.
ing of the committee was arranged for
this morning, but owing to the presenve
of the Attorney General in the law

A meet- -

courts it was impossible for him to be ’

present at the meeting, and in his
absence the committee found it impossible
to complete the consideration of the report
for presentation to the House this after.
noon. An extension was only asked so
that the commitiee counld complete the
consideration of the report. There was
no desire on the part of the committee
to unduly delay its presentation. The
committee had called a number of wit-
nesses, and sat frequently. He did not
know as to delay in connection with other
committees, but the Police Offences Bill
committee had worked diligently, and
bad taken every opportunity to carry out
their duties. There was no doubt that
the report would be available next Tues-
day. .

Mr. JOHNSON : It was not customary
to draw attention to delay in select com-
mitiees presenting reports. He was a
member of a committee that bad held
several meetings, but was unable up to
the present to furnish its report. It
must be borne in mind that the report
under discussion was in reference to an
exceptional case, the commiitee dealing
with a Bill brought before the House,
and about which 2 number of members
thought that it was referred to a select
committee in order to delay the measure,
so that it might be among the
“slaughtered innocents” at the end of
the session. There was heated discussion
on the measure previously, and a lot of
unnecessary delay, in view of its im-
portance. The member for Forrest had
apologised for the delay, and under the
cireumstances one had to accept that
apology ; but no apology had been offered
for the extensions asked for cn other
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occasions. There bad been delay after
delay. The Attorney General on various
occasions asked for extension of fime. He
questioned whether many meetings of the
committee had been held, and whether
very mapy witnesses had been examined.
He trusted this would be the last oceasion
o which there would be any delay, for
he wanted an opportunity of discussing
the report, and he trusted it would come
before the House this session.
Question pul and passed.

ANNUATL ESTIMATES, 1906-7.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.
DEBATE ON THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Resumed fromn the previeus sitting;
M=z. ILLiNeworTH in the Chair,

Vote—Hix Eacellency the Governor,
£1,148.

Mgr. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): I in-
tend for a short while to take up the
time of the Committee. 1 agree with the
remarks of the member for West Perth
(M. Tllingworth) when he criticised the
Estimates of the Treasurer as optimistic.
Probably for svme years past every esti-
mate made by a Treasurer of this State
has been optimistic, inasmuch as alwost
mvariably the estimate of revenue has
considerably exceeded the awmount re-
ceived; and I am afraid that on the pre-
sent occasion the Treasurer has followed
the example of his predecessors, and has
anticipated an amount of revenue there
is but little hope of receiving, nnless in-
decd the land tax produces a substantial
umionnt in excess of what it is estimated
to realise. In almost every case through-
out the Estinates the Treasurer has
anticipated an inerease.  From dividend
duties to probate duties, from contribu-
tions by patients in hospitals to contri-
butions by relatives of patients in lupatic
asylums, in every case an increase on the
lust yenr's Rgures is auticipated, and the
question naturally urises, what is, after
all, an optimistic statement? If the
Treasurer puts forward an anticipation
that two and two will make five, sthat
may fairly be regarded as unduly opti-
mistic; and T venture to think there has
been some desire on the Treasurer’s part
to place ia the present Budget Speech an
unduly flattering estimate before the eyes
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of the public.
is really enclyelopeedic in character, and
deals with almost all sorts of sub]e(,ts
deals with soaeh o variety of sub-
jects that it may almost be labelled * In-
quire within upon everything ”; touches
on such questions as the possibility of
national complications between some of
the Far East nations and Australia

and after covering o larye area of mound
deals with the number “and the uses of
Angora gouts in Westarn Australia.
Natnrally any specch of this sort must
have some owmissions, and [ find that
the omission from the speech is a state-
ment of ihe financinl policy of the pre-
sent Government. Apart from that, we
can find almost evervthing we may seek
for in the speech itself; but there is an
entire absence of any statement of the
financial policy. In that regard, this is
probably the most unigue Budget State-
ment presented to any West Australian
Parliament. It has always previously
been the custom clearly to define the
intentions of the Government; but in
present circomstances, while the speech
1s accompauied by the usual returns, and
while the usual refurns wre caiegori-
cally dealt with, there is no statement
of the intention of the Government with
regard to its loan expenditure, except a
few general words expressing a determi-
nation to develop the agricultural and
mining possibilities of the country, and
to assist the pastoral industry by boring
for water, and so on. There 18 nothing
mere than this general statement; and I
may wdd, there is no analysis at all by
the Treasurer of the figures he has pre-
sented. In this important respect the
Budget Speech is lacking. It strikes one
as being built on the principles of com-
pany prospectuses as being issued with
the idea of borrowing money on the most
favourable terws, ra.ther than as heing
prepared with a view to placing before
the people of Western Australia the
actual financial position of the country
at the present day. I hope we are
not to have our Budget Statements used
for the purpose of obtaining money on
the most favourable terms. I hope they
will be uased, as they huave been in
other countries, as o means of placing
before the electors and the people of the
country they concern a clear and lucid
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The Budget Speech itself

explanation of the financial position in
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the present, and the financial position in
the future. But it ecan hardly be
expected that the Treasurer will submit
a definite financial policy, because the
present Government have never attempted
to submit either a financial or a political
policy ; because the present Government
have really been living, as a Grovernment,
from hand to mouth, aund have heen
trusting entirely to the possibilities of
the future. The Treasurer's optimism
partakes largely of that of Mr. Micawber,
who had every reason o believe that
something would turo up in the immediate
tuture ; and apparently the Treasurer, in
putting forward his estimate of revenue,
believes something will turn up in the
immediate future that will materially add
to the amount which under other con-
ditions he might fairly expect to receive.
Although in the past, year hy year for
some years now, the veturns received by
the State have been decreasing, the
Treasurer expects a very substantial
increase during the present year on the
amount which the Government received
for the year 1905-6, when the actual
receipts were £2,685,947, to which we
may fairly add £60,000 which the Trea-
surer expects to raise by means of the
land tax. This would make a total of
£2,745,947 against an estimated revenue
for the plesc,nf. financial  year of
£2.821,857. It will therefore be seen
that no information is given as to the
sources from which the new revenue is to
flow, except a statement that the Govern-
ment expect to protit by a considerable
increase in the amount received from
sules of land, and by a small in-
crease in the amonnt receivable from
railways. No farther information what-
ever is volunteered. On the otler hand, I
desire to point out that the Treasurer
and his colleagues are now taking credit
for having had the courage to propose
measures of taxation which a eouple of
years ago they had the courage only to
oppose. In other words, they now take
credit for initiating measures that they
denounced in the strongest termns when
sitting in Opposition. I desire while on
this question to speak entirely in a nou-
party spirit; but at the same time, in
speaking in that spirit, one cannot help
complaining of the political morality—
[Mx. Barr : Immorality ?—which in 1904
allows a member of Parliament to
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denounce as immoral, as improper, as a
wrong inflicted on the people of this
State, a proposition to impose a laod tax,
and which in 1906 allows the same
genileman, sitting in the ‘Treasurer’s
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chair, to tuke credit to himself for having .

had the courage to swpport such a tax.

Me. Gornon: It 1s on a par with
your non-alienation of Crown lunds policy,
from which vou depurted when you took
office.

MEemMEER: Circumstances alter cases.

Mer. DAGTISH : Cirecumstances, I am
told, alter cases; but no circumstance
justifies members in displacing a Govern-
ment for proposing a measure, and im-
mediately hurrying, when they themselves
get office, to place that measure on the
statute-book.

Mr. Tavror: Against the wish of
their electors.

Mz. DAGLISH: I have no desire
heve to discuss the relations of Ministers
to their electors. T leave them entirely
in the hands of their electors, and I hope
that the electors will deal with them as
leniently as is possibie in the circum-
stances,
day afternoon, after hearing the able
and elogquent speech of the Leader
of the Opposition, by the fact that

But I was much struck yester-

both the FPremier and the Minister for -

Mines refrained from rising to reply,
and that the Attorney General, a subor-
dinate member of the Ministry, was put
up for that purpose. But it was easy to
fathom the reason. It was not because
the Ministry or the Premier believed that
out of the mouths of political babes and
sucklings we should learn wisdom, but

hecause of the fact ihat the Attorney

General ecould speak with all the confi-
dence that a want of knowledge of this
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made against the Government by the
Leader of the Opposition. an accusation,
tn effect, the same as that I am now
making, that Ministers are to-day hoeld.
ing their seats by virtue of the fact that
thev are carrving into effect, with the aid
of the Opposition and aguinst the will of
of a large number of Government sup-
porters, a peliey which those Ministers
rigorously opposed when they themselves
were sitting in Opposition ; and that they
are carrying into effect, by the help of the
Oppesition, taxation measures which
Ministers formerly opposed, and measures
that are distasteful to a large number of
their constituents and to a large number
of the Ministerial party.

Tee MivisTee ror Miwes: Your
pariy did their hest to wreck ourland tax
measures, thongh vou promised to sup-
port them.

Me. DAGLISH: The Minister must
recognise that in respect of the land tax
measures the Government have had the
congelentious support of a large number
of members sitting in Opposition ; but it
wus not to be expected that we could sup-
port a measure of lund taxation that
should exempt the very largest land.
holders in the State—the very largest
holders of State lands who happened tn
be ubsentees. The Opposition have lent
no support to that propesal. But apart
from these eriminal exemptions, and they

. can only be called crimmal, the Govern-

State’s parliamentary history can confer. |

The Premier himself, or the Minister for

Mines, who have sat in previous Parha- -

ments, could not possibly have risen to
make bhe stutements that were fathered
by the Attorney Geaeral. Those Minis-
ters could not possibly have attempted to
reply to the Leader of the Opposition.
Eitherof thosegentlemen must necessarily
have risen to cry * peccavi.”

I'ne MivisTeEr ror Mixes : I was not
here.

Mz. DAGLISH : The Minister should
be bappy that bhe did not hear the very
serions  and  fully-raerited accusation

ment have had a very large measure of
support from members on this side of the
House in defeating the attempt of some
Governmuent supporters to prevent these
taxation measures heing pussed into law.
But I do not wish to labour that point.
I wish to impress on the Committee that
in the ordinary course of parliamentary
practice the Premier would have risen to
reply to the Leader of the Opposition.
The Premier did vot rise to reply, because
of the fact that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion could not be truthfully replied to;
bis statrments could not be combated by
anyone who had a koowledge of the
purliamentary historv of Western Aus-
tralia in the immediate past; and so the
Attorney General, whose absence I regret
to note—usually a most modest and
diffident member in his manner of ad-
dressing the House—spoke yesterday
with all the confidence of that American

_ gentleman who ponounced, * What I
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don’t know ain’t knowledge”” And
the Attorney General speaking thus,
amongst other things quoted fromn
the Treasurer, said that the Colonial
Treasurer had pointed out that 255 con-
tracts were let for public works in 1904-
3, aggregaling a total of £97,000, while
in the next year 1905-6 the contracts let
were 268, aggregating a total of £220,000,
exclusive of the money expended on the
light agricultural railways which were
being covstructed by departmental labour;
that in all the expenditure on public
works in 1905-6 was £256,000, us against

£97,000 in the preceding year. The
Attorney General went on to say:
“These figures speak for themselves,

unless they are absolutely wrong or are
not honest figures.” T want now to usk
the Treasurer, or to ask the Minister for
Works in the absence of the Attorney
General, a question as to what these
figures imply. Do they imply that in
1905-6 twice the amount was spent on
publie works from revenue as compired
with the preceding year ? Do they moply
that ? A member of the Government
has made a definite statement —I will use
his own words-—that *contracts repre-
senting twice the amount were let in
1905-6 to those that were let in 1004.5"
—or, quoting from the Treasurer——
*Duaring the year 1905 we put in hand
and let confracts for public works
totalling in value £256,000, as against
£97,000 during the year 1904-5.

Me. Bata: And I asked him, * Does
that include loan expenditure?” and he
said, " No; from revenue.”

Mr. DAGLISH : The Attorney Gene-
ral said this amount was represented by
contracts let in 1905-6 as compured with
1904-5.

THE TrREssURER : Read the whole of it.

Mr. DAGLISH: First 1T read the
Attorney Generul's statement, and then
the Treasurer's.

Tue Treasurer: And what have you
to say about it ¥

Mr. DAGLISH : The Attorney Gene-
ral said these figures speak for them.
selves, unless they are absolutely wrong
or they are not honest figrures.

Tae TreEssurer: And do they aot
speak for themselves ?

Mr. DAGLISH : T want them tospeuk
for themselves. If they do that, they
mean that twice the amount was speng
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from revenue on public works in 1905-6
as was spent in 1904-5.

Tue MinisTer FOR Works: Read them
weain and you will gather (he sense.

Mr. DAGLISH : I have asked a gues-
tion. The Attorney General said © these
figures speak for themselves, unless they
are absolutelv wrong or are not honest
figures ;” and I assert they are absolutely
wrong, or they are not honest figures.

Tae Mivister rFor Works: Do you
assert they are absolutely wrong as far as
the amount expended is concerned ?

Mzr. DAGLISH: I countend that the
Treasurer used these figures with the
desire of conveying to the public and to
this Committee the impression that last
vear a larger amount wus spent by the
Public Works Department from revenue
than was spent in the previous year.

Tur TREASURER (in explanation):
The hon. member is putting a construction
on my words that T maintain they do not
bear. If he reads the context he will
see clearly stated that these were works
put in hand or for which tenders had
been called. I did not say Lhis was
money expended; I simply said our
Government had put in hand a certain
aumber of works totalling a certain
value, as against a certain number of
works totalling a certain value putin
hand by the previous Government, The
hon. member bhas twisted the words. 1f
he will read the whole of the speech
again, he will ind I made that point per-
fectly clear.

Mr. Bara: Now you wanted to twist
the fizures so as to convey a wrong im-
pression.

Tae TREASURER: I did nothing of
the sort,

Mzr. Bare: You kept out of your
statement the fact that a lot of works
had been let previously.

Tre TREASURER: I made special
reference to that. 1 said our Govern-
ment had had to complete certain works
which the James Government had put in
hand.

Mg. Baru: The hou. member did not
mention that o his speech.

Tae TREASURER: Yes; it 1s in
my speech. Read it and you will see.

Me. DAGLISH: T had the pleasure
of listening to the speech—[Me. Baru:
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So had I]—and of reading every word of ~

it afterwards ; and there can be no other
impression gathered from the speech
than that the Treasurer was arguing that
in 1905-6 a larger sum was spent on
public works from revenue than in the
previous vear. Aud there could bave
been no other intention in gunting those
figures, than to convey that inference.

Tue Treasvrer : I did not do so.

Ma. DAGLISH: T am glad the
Treasuver is prepared now to admit my
contention.

Tre Treasorer: I did not say so.
You are uow making another misstate-
ment.

know the Treasurer will admit my con-
tention that these fignres are misleading:
if they convey the inference I have said
they convey, and which every intelligent
man in the community understood them
to convey. In other words, the Treasurer
will admit that if these ignres—-

Tus TREASURER:
member right,
words T used :—

During the year 1904-5 as compared with

last year, we let 2535 contracts in the Publie
Works Department, amounting to £97,000;
durinz the year 1905-6 which has just ter-
minated, we let 269 contracts amounting to
£222,000, and this is not including the three
light agricnltural railways the construction of
which by the department (construction only)
amounts to £31,440,
Can the bon. member put on that the
construction he has tried to put on the
words? I did not say we spent that
amount; Isaid the Government of the
day let a certain number of contracts in
one vear amounting to i certain sum of
money, and that in the next year we let
a certain number of contracts amounting
to a certnin sum of money. The hon.
member knows absolutely that he is
putting a wrong construction on what [
said, a construction which my words can-
not, be made to bear.

Me. Bara: Where is the statement
with regard to the completion of con-
tracts let by the James Government ?

To put the hon.
allow me to read the

Tue TREASURER: Read the whole -

of the speech, and vou will find it.
Me. DAGLISH: T am glad indeed to

accept the Treasurer’s disclaimer ; and T
only regret that he did not make his
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Mr. DAGLISH: Well I am glad to
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position more clear when delivering his
speech, o speech which is always delivered
with a certain amount of care aud after
full consideration. There is no doubt
that the words used by the Treasurer
convey the impression—erroneously, as
the Treasurer admits—that I puton them,
that the present Government had been
doing far more than its predecessor ; that
the present Government, or the Rason
Governmenl—I conclude they are parti-
ceps eriminis—had been doing far more

. than the Government preceding.

Tue Mivister ror Worgs:
they initiated more works.

Me. DAGLISH: We will take the
statemont of the Minister for Works,
who now says the present Government
mitinted more works. Is the Minister
prepared to tell the Committee how many

Yes;

i of these contracts let during 1905-6 were

initiated before the Daglish Governwment
left. office ?

TRE MiINIsTER FOR WORKS:
not prepared off-hand.

M=zr. DAGLISH: The Minister for
Works has made one of his usual state-
ments, which he is not prepared to sub-
stuntiate.

Tue MivisreEr ror WorEks: Yes, Taw.

Mr. DAGLISH: He has made a
statement which he is not in a position to
prove, a guess-work statewment on a
matter as to which he admits now that he
has no knowledge; and in that he is
merely following the example of his

I am

. tolleagne the Creasurer, his predecessor

in the Works Department. The Minister
for Works is cotirely wrong in his statr-
ment. A great deal of credit was taken
for the Government by the Attorney
General last night for the fact that in
the present Budcret. we find the Govern-
ment are getting the proposed expendi-
ture for the year—if the Treasurer’s

. estimate of revenuc berealised —within the

estimated revenue by some £3,000. The
Attorney General made a great feature
of that statement; and I want te point
out that the Government do not deserve
any credit for getting the expenditure
that much under the revenue as esti-
mated. They may in fact be entitled to
a certain amount of censure for showing
an excess this year of revenue over
expenditure. For instance, the reign of
economy was started during the term of
office of the Government of which I was
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a member ; and therefore there were two
years of experience in economising before
the present Government took office, and
yet the Goveroment bave made no single
step of importance in the direction of
economising. What have the Govern-
ment done P--and here again T am treat-
ing the Rason Government and the Moore
Government as being the same Govern-
ment. In 1904-5 we find that the taxa-
tion realised enormously less, as it had
been estimated to do, than it is expected
to realise during the present financial
year; and in making this comparison of
the unticipated revenue, I am dealivg
with the anticipation for 1904.5 and the
anticipation for 1906-7. It is obviously
unfair, in dealing with a Budget, to
quote actual revenue received as against
revenue anticipated, because the revenue
anticipated for this year may net in any
sense be malwecl Bat it may be’ fairly
assumed in both instances that the
anticipation was a fair and reasonable
estimate to put forward. In 19045 the
dividend duty was expected to rvealise
£115,000, for 1906.7 the dividend duty
is anticipated to realise £137,500, an
increase of £22,250. Stamp duty was
expected to realise £57.000 in 1904-5,
but owing to the increase in stamp duty
assented by this Parliament it is expected
to bring in &£65,000 in the present
financial year, an iocrease of £8.000.
Probate duty brought in £15,000 in
1904-5, and is expected to realise £18,000
iz 1906-7, an inecrease of £3,000. The
totalisator tux, not in force in 1904-5,
is expected to bring in £11,000, an
increase of £11,000.  Licenscs, which
have been increased during the present
session, were expected to Dbring in
£82,575 in 1904.5, and are expected to
bring in £44,740 during the present year,
an increase of £11,865. The land (ax,
not in force in 1904-5, is cxpected this
year to bring in £60,000. The total
increased revenue from taxation—and I
want members to bear this in mind—s
expected this year to amount to £116,115;

and in addition to that, it is ex-
pected there will be realised from
land sales this year £135,000, as

against £26,000 anticipated in 1904-5.
But in this connection I want to point
out that the Colonial Treasurer this vear
is adding on to sules annual rents for
conditional purchases, which in 1904-5
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were trealed as vent, and as nearly as I
can judge from the statement by the
Treasurer we may fairly estimate the pro-
ceeds of these rents at £60,000 in 1904-5.
Adding on this £60,000, that would make
the anticipated revenue in 1904-5 from
land sales £86,000, as aguinst £135,000
for the present finaucial vear, showing a
difference of£49,000. Thenagainin 1904-5
the then Government had to establish
smelting works, and the cost of their
establishment amounted to £74,650.
The present Government so far from
having to provide for the purchase of
smelting works and the purchase of ore,
ate selling the smelting works, thereby
realising £18,000. Add on this £18,000
realised for the sale of the smelting works,
£49,000, the differance in the proceeds of
land sales, and £116,115 to be realised
by additional taxation, and we bave a
total of £183,115. Add again to that
the expenditure of 1904-5 For the pur-
chase of the smelter and ore £74,650, und
the difference is £257,750. It will there-
tore be sevn that the Gavernment during
the prasent year are in a far more favonr-
able position—and would be so even if
expending the same amount of money
on public works —than they were during
the year 1904-5. Buat it may be urged
against this that there has been a sub-
stantial reduction in the amount receiver
from the Commonwealth, and this of
course must be conceded at once. In
1904-5 there was received from the
Commonwealth £1,027,898. Tt is esti-
wated that in 1906-7 there will be re-
ceived £770,355, u difference of £257,542,
but the pet difference is in favour of the
present Government, allowing for every
reduction in the amount lecewed firom
the Commonwealth, to the extent of £208.
Mz, Ta¥Lor: Have vou added sales of
property acquired out of lvun funds?
Mr. DAGLISA: No; 1 am dealing
entirely with the question of revenue,
and allowing for the reduction of £257,542
the present Government will still be in a
better position than were Lhe Government
in 1904-5 to the cxtent of £208. The
Government having this advantage, a
very small ove I adinit, and having also
the udvantuge of the policy of economy
inaugurated by the Daglish Government,
it uuollt fairly have been cxpected that
instead of betng within £3,000 of the
revenue this yvear in expenditure, the
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Government should have iade some sub-
stantial saving in expenditure as com-
pared with the revenne. And here again
[ want to point out that the policy of the
Government of which I was a member
was to as far as possible retuin the assets

[25 Ocroser, 1906.]

of the State represented by the Crown

lands of the State. I do not to-day
intend to go into the werits of that
policy, but at the same time the etfect of

it was shown on our revenue, hecause .

there was no land offered for sale during
the time (lie Government were in office
except such lund as had been advertised
as availabie for purchase during the term
that ouwr predecessors held office. The
present Goverument, instead of following
that policy aud as fur us possible pre-
venting the sale of Crown lands, intend
rightly or wronglv—and here again I
wish to refrain from an expression of
opimon—to increase the amount of land
to be sold, and theveby derive during the
present financial vear as much revenue
as possible by the sale of public estate.
Mr. TavLor: It is not revenne at all.

Me. DAGLISH: I want to point out
that it is wrong for the Government, or
any other Government, to treat as revenue
for the year the proceeds of the sule of
Crown lands.
that the amount should be capitalised and
treated

Tee Treasurer: Did not you treat it
as revenue ?

Mx. DAGLISH : Tt should be treated
practically as a loan made to partienlar
departments. A sinking fund should be
established in reeard to that capital. The
net proceeds of the sale of these Crown
lands should be set apart to be per-
petually used for the benefit of the people
of the State, and if that were done a
great many of the arguments used
against the alienation of the public
estate would be met.  And at all events
we should not be gradually parting with
our assets and having no compensating
advantage left when the year during
which these assets were sold had passed
away. But the present position is that
for the temporary advantage of a Gov-
ernment we are to meet a time of finan-
cial stress by increasing as much as we
can the sale of our Crown lands, and as
quickly az the land is sold parting with
the proceeds of those sales. The public

And I have pointed out , 't - they desire.
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ihereby are poorer 12 months after an
ared of Crown land has been sold. 'I'hat
is a policy this House is unwise in per-
petuating.  Tbe Treasurer asked wme if I
changed the system, and I readily
admit that I dJdid not; but I would
like to point out to that hon. gentlewman
that I only bad the advantage of sub.
mitting one Budget Stalement to Parlia-
ment, and that Budget Statement had to
be prepared immediately T took office.
Seeing thut the financial year had already
begun when my Government assumed
the reins of oftice, T had no time, and
they had no time, to deanl with any
reveque wmeasures at all.  Before they
had an opportunity of doing so unfor-
tunately they left oftice. I may add
here that the then Government were
in a very different position from
that in which the present Government
stand, because we did not have an
Opposition which we could play off
against our own supporters when circums-
stances required it; and also because we
had an Opposition numerically so strong
that the Government had every day of
existence to practically fight for a con-
tinuation of that existence. The present
Government really have the power by the
number behind them to take any measure
They have shown
that power in tuking retrogressive steps,
and T hope the Treasurer will induce his
colleagues to utilise the sime power (or the
purpose of taking some progressive steps
before he finishes his term ut the Treasury.
There is one very unfortunute feature 1n
regard to the Budget Statement, und that
is that the policy of spending money from
loan on public buildings is to be con-
tinued ; a policy which the Government
can rightfully claim to bhave initiated,
the only new proposal which is initiated.
[MeMBER: A badone.] A very bad one.
5till T am pointing out to my friend the
member for Kataoning (Hon. F. H.
Piesse) that the present Government can
take the sole credit of that new policy.
1t is the one poliey for which they can
take the sole credit.  The Treasurer when
delivering his Budget Speech spoke with
pride of the fact that provision will be
made on this vear's Loan Estimates lo
practically complet(, the lunatic nsylnm.
I hope there is nothing in the Lunacy
Depurtment likely to l)‘, reploductne,
because I think that is a sort of reprodue-
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tiveness which we do not want to witness.
He said :—

[ think it is & mistaken policy to keep this
magnificent structure, with the lurge sum of
money we have invested there, in an incow-
plete state. We hope that the patients’
blocks, the isolation hospital, the tortuary
and machinery blocks will all be practically
completed during the current year.

And then he poes on to point out the
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amount of accomwodation which will
then be availuble. I hope it will not he
needed, by the way. In reply to the
Treasurer I wish to quote a few remarks
that were delivered in a House of Parlia-
ment by a gentleman of the name of Mr.
Keenan in the year 1905. T am quoting
from Hansard .—

It was not sufficient excuse for onc to

advance, that a similarstep had been taken by
other parties. Instead of finding smwe jastifi-
able reason for charging to loan, exponditurc
in gonnection with roads and bridges and pnb-
lic buildings, and the rabbit-proof fence, the

only argument put forward was that pre- .

ceding Governments had done it. If it was
wrong before, it was not less wrong becaust
others had done it. Surely a DMinister who

wished to gain a position of greater respect
than his predecessors would take the oppor- .

tunity to correct a mistake made by others.
It was lamentable that the House and country
should he asked to be patient in a course of
conduct admitted to be wrong, werely bacaus:
it was in accordance with precedent. He
hoped that there would be some man stron:
enough to resist the example of an evil pre-
cedent.

I would like to askthe Attorney Genera!
if the strong man referred te by Mr.
Keenan has yet been found. I would
like to ask hin whether in the present
Ministry that strong man exists. Ther.
isa popular impression abroad that the
Attorney General hiwmself is the strony
man of the present Ministry, and ]
should like to ask him if he has vet used
this strength he possesses on his col-
league the Treasurer. I would like to
ask him why he did not when speaking
yesterday justify this expenditure of loan
funds on a lunatic asylum. I would like
to ask bim why he has allowed the ex-
penditure of loan wmouneys on public
schools and roads and hridges; why he
has allowed this expendilure so strongly
condemned ouly ten months age tugo on,
and why, not only allowing it, he has
actually taken upon himself the duty of
justifying it; because the hon. gentleman
wust recognise that as u member of the

" Tuild two fences in consequence. ]
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Ministry he is hound to justify as an
advocate of the Ministry whatever that
Ministry has done, even though his con-
science and his wordsus a private member
may condemn it.  There can be no more
sweeping condembation of the present
policy of the present Ministry than that
uttered by the Attorney General only ten
months age. Has the Attorney General
recanted, or does he still hold the view
that he expressed ten months ago without
having the courage to put it into practice,
recognising himself to be not the strong
man the couniry was calling for, but
recognising bimself as the weak man
who wus prepared to bow his will to his
colleagues, and to voncur in a wrong he
condemned ten months ago, and which, if
he spoke candidly, he must condemn atb
the present moment 7 I know the At-
torney General would like now to plead
the precedent that on hiz own words it
is wrong to plead, and that on his own
words he has no excuse for pleading

Tue Arrorney Gexeran: I would
like to suy something ; but, as wembers
know, I havealready spoken and may not
speak again. That is the hon. member’s
main comfort.

Mr. DAGLISH: That must be the
main comfort of the Attorney General,
because otherwise Lhe hon. gentlemun
would have to weur the penitent’s gown,
would have to recant his words, or admit
that he is holding his present position at
the sacrifice of his bhonest opinions aund
principles.  Let me, however, pursue the
hoa. member’s remarks. Hesaid :—

Af the last election it was made a distinet
charge against the Labour Government that
they constructed rabbit-proof feacing out of
loan moneys. e {Mr. Keenan) had legiti-
mately used it as an argument that he looked
upon 1t ag ahsolutely unwarrantable, and he
was able to point ont that the James Govern-
ment had always insisted on the expenditure
for the rubbit-proof fence being made out of
revenue.  [MR. Scappan: And they had to
[f we had
to build half-a-dozen fences, it did not justify
vharging the expenditure to loan funds. The
charge had very properly been hronght against
the Daglish Government that, having come
into office to find that their predecessors had
done the work out of revenue, for the purpose
of making the ledger balance they then turned
to loan meoneys to carry out the work; hut it
searcely lay in the mouth of any iman who bad
condemned that attitude to now defend the
expenditure of loan moneys on the work. For
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that reason he dissented from the use of loan
moneys for the rabbit-proof fence.

Now the hon. member has cntirvely
changed his attitude; now he is prepared
to justify the starving of public works
from revenue, and to jnstify the charg-
ing of public works such as lunatic
asylums, schools, I)l'icl%es, and roads, and
all sorts of public works to loan moneys,
although he so strongly condemned it a
few months ago. It has been pointed

out by the present Treasurer time after

time, while he was o private member in
Opposition, that it was an outrage on the
people of this State to propose to tax
them while administrative expenditure
was not reduced. Tt has been pointed
out by the Minmister for Mines that we
must have reduction in administrative
expenditure, and that there was no
justification for any Government to im-
pose increased taxation before this reduc-
tion in administrative expenditure had
‘taken place. What have the Govern-
meunt dove ?  Those members spoke with
w voice that reached from one end of
the State to the other while they were
in  Opposition; they oppused tazation
strongly, while they were in Opposition ;
they advocuted administrative ecouomy,
while they were in Opposition. Buf they
have entirely sacrificed their opinions
since they have been in office; they now
citrry into effect taxation they had de-
nounced; and they are not exercising
that economy they had recognised as so
practicable. T have here¢ a few figures
culled from the Estimates which will
entirely justify what I have said. In
this 1 am dealing with administrative
expenditure, and I intend to deal with
the principal heads of expenditure seria-
tim :—Lands and Surveys, expenditure
in 1904.5 £62,211, in 1906-7 £53,455.
decrease £8,755—and the Treasurer will
recognise that T am quoting one of the
few decreases at the very outset. Woods
and Forests, £3,999 iu 1904-5, as against
£3,868 in 1906-7—aunother decrease, of

£130. Agriculture in 1904-5 £10,739, |

in 1906-7 £22 864, un increase of£12,125.
Agricultural Bank, an increuse of £120. 1
am dealing right through with salaries as
representing aliministrative expenditure.
Treasury, £8,649 as against £8,353, a de-
crease of £287.  Taxation, in
£2,750, and this being the amount of in-
crease under this head it should really be

[25 Ocronzk, 1906.]
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sct off against the saving of £287 in the
Treasury. Audit, £8430 in 1904-5
against £6,621, a saving of £1,209;
but this saving, although I have given
the Ministry credit for it, is nominal
rather than real, becausc in 1904-5 the
Audit Departmient was doing work for
the Commouwealth and receiving an
annual recoup for that work, but since
that tiine the Commonwealth hus taken
over the perforinance of its own work in
Western Australia, the reconp being thus
abolished ; therefore the suving shown is
nominal, as I suid, and vot a real saving.
General Stores—I need not yive the
figures —u decrense of £6; Lithographic,
a decrease of £34; Government Savings
Bank, « decrease of £232; ILondon
Agency, un incrense of £452; Drinting,
a decrease of £2,691; Education, an in-
crease of £22,644; Mives generally, an
increase of £293; Geological Surver, an
increase of £255; State Batteries, an
increase of £20,735; Mines Water -
Supply, av increase of £698; Mining
Schools, an increase of £230; Explosives
and Analvtical, an increase of £395; In.-
spection of Mines, an increase of £909;
Railways, an cerease of £5,366; Tram-
ways {Roebourne-Cossack), a decrease of
£130; Crown Law Offices, an increase of
£83; EFlectoral Offices, an increasc of
£214; Lands Titles Office, an increase of
£186; Stipendiary Magistracy, an in.
srease of £252; Supreme Court, an in-
crease of £111; Public Works and
Buildings—and here the figzures are
somewhat confusing —show salaries pro-
vided for in 1904-5 £60,482, saluries pro-
vided for during the current year £54,131
—a decrease which is due largely. I may
say alinost entirely, to the efforts of my
late colleague Mr. Johnson, while he was
Minister for Works—[MiNIsTER FOR
Works: Nol—a decrease, T repeat,
matnly if not entirely due to the efforts
of the lute Minister for Works, Mr.
Johnson.

THE MinisteEr ForR Works: How did
he bring ubout the reduction ¥

Me. DAGLISH: The Minister will
et all information, if he wants it, when
| the Works Estimates come on for dis-
cussion ; there will then be opportunities.

Trr Miwvister rFor Worgs: You
make general statements; why do vou
. Dot particularise ?
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Me. DAGLISH : While 1 ami quoting ' of incapable administration on the part

these various departments, it would he

unfuir to the Committee if 1 were to .

particularise now, merely to gratify the
curiosity and want of knowledge of the
Minister in regard to the Works Depart.
ment. Let the Minister ¢xercise his
kunowledge as to details, and 1 will give
him the particulars he wants ¥ he still
needs thew when the Estimates of his
department are brought forward. But
apart from the question of salaries in
the Works Department, there is another
line in the Estimates—* Less on the
Loan Estimales;” and it shows that for

1904-5 a sum of £30,482 was set aside -

for sularvies of officers engaged on loan
works; also in
amount of £28,529 was set aside for this
purpose; but for this year, 1906-7, with
o lower estimate of expenditure by
#£6,000 than that for 1904-5, an increased

1905-6 the reduced °

amount of £39,131 is devoted to salaries

of officers enguged on loan works. By
this means the Government show a
nowinal saving of £15,000 on the Public
Works salaries, but the saving is entirely
nominal, as I have said.

TueE MinisTer ror Works: It does
not show that. Read yvour figures.

Mz. DAGLISH.: It shows a saving of

£15,000 as compared with the provision

made in 1904-5. I will repeat the
figures for the information of the Minis-
ter. [Figures repeated.]

of the Government, or was the statement
of the Attorney General last night un-
warranted ? I give the Minister for
Works his choice between the two
theories; and T will not contradict him,
no matter which of the two he adopts.
In the Fisheries Department there isa
cdecrease of £245; in Friendly Suvcieties
and Arbitration a decrease of £870—due
to the fact that the former depariment of
my friend the member for Roebourne
{Dv. Hicks), the Department of Com-
meree and Labour, has been abolished.
In the Gaols Department there is un in-
crease for salaries of £905; in Harbours
and Lights an increase of £773; in
Lunacy, like the Gaols, there is an in-
crease of £95.

Mz. Baru: The whole policy snvours
of lunacy.

Mr. DAGLISH: In Medical and
Heulth there has been an increase for
salaries of £1,893, despite theamalgama-
tion of the two departments; in the
Observatory, a decrease of £10; in Police
an increase of £2,266; in Public Gardeus
w decrease of £33; und in the Registry
Depurtinent an increase of £50. These
increases in salories—I am dealing solely
with salaries—ufter giving the Govern-
ment credit for o saving of £15,000 in
the Works Department, which is only a

. nominal saving, and giving themn credit

Tur Minister For Worgs: 1 thought

you were quofing 1903-6. I beg your
ardon.

Mr. DAGLISH: I cheerfullv admit
that the Minister will be anxious to beg
my pardon for some of his previous inter-
jections, before this debate is over. How-
ever, I have credited the Ministry with
this nominal saving of £15,000 on the
public works sataries. To go on with
my cowparison in the expenditure on
salarigs, the Colonial Secretary’s Office
shows for this vear an increase of £2 588
as compared with 1904-5. Charities
show an increase of £553 for salaries,

for & saving in the Audit Department,
which is aguin only a. vominal saving, show
a total increased expenditure for saluries
as compared with 1904-5 of £56,640,
against decreases amounting to £30,292,
thus leaving a net increase on the ost of
adminisiration so far as is represented by

 salaries of £26,848 in the two vears. I

and this increase does not justify the -

statement nade lust night by the Attorney
General that things were so much better
now, or were not worse now than they
were in 1904-5 ; for if they are not worsu
now, why is this larger sum necessary to
pay the salaries of officers of the Charities

Department —is it simply an indication

have taken simply the headings on the
Bstimates and dealt with them, but I
have given the Government credit even
for items like those ou Public Works
and like those on Andit, even where
they did not deserve 1. T am
anxious to render to Cwesur not only that
which is Casar’s, but 500 per cent. wore
in order to give the Government a decent
show: but I wn afraid that even this
liberal allowance will not pluce them in a
favourable position.  Like the previous
Minister, he is able to effect asubstantial
saving, and when effecting a sul-
stantial saving could show an increase on
salaries mstead of a diminution, 'These
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are the gentlemen who complained two
veurs ago because of the fact that the
then Government had not in two months
been able to do what tbey up to the
present date bave been unable to accom-
plish.  There is another point in con-
nection with the attitude of the present
Government as a Governmenf, com pared
with the members of the Government

while iu Opposition, which is worthy of |

attention, that is in regard to the public
works policy.  Members like the Trea-
surer, the Minster for Mines, and
the Premier and certain mewbers of
the Government following, practically
stamped the country against the Daglish
Gruvernment and the public works policy,
and complained in every town and
humlet where they could yather together
b a dozen individuals to listem to
them thal the Government lacked con-
fidence in the State; that the Govern-
ment ought to develop our resources by
# public works policy; they ought to
launch out oun a bold public works
policy. A mere public works policy
was not enough; it reguired to be
bold. They complained at what they
called the * mark-time ™ policy, and they
announced that the cooditions of the
State did not justify this. They attacked
my colleagues and myself very bitterly
for the fact that we had spent so littleon
our public works. What have the present
Government done? If we economised
on public works, they have absolutely
starved them. If we were economical, they
have heen parsimonious. If they bave
been parsimonious in the past they pro-
pose to adopt a policy of absolute starva-
tion in the future. ILet us again com.-
pare a few of the votes for public works
provided on the Estimates with those of

(25 Ocroner, 1906.]
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with the expenditure while the Treasurer
was in office as compared with expendi-
ture while the member for Guildford was

"1in office, and still I will do it in a non-

party fashion, because 1 want again to

. impress the Ministry that I am anxious

1904.-5, with those of ordinary works of

what was called the * mark-time” Gov-
ernment. In 1904-5 there was provided
for roads and bridges £120,000, in
1906-7 there Is provided £73,264. 1
ask the country members to bear these
figures in mind and remember they have
always been told in the past that Codlin
is their friend, not Short. I want them
to be aware of the wonderful Codlin,
and I want them to consider these figures,
becanse I am quite satisfied that they
will ubsolutely disbelieve the information
of this Codlin if once they believe the
figures I present to them. T will deal

to feach thewm o lesson in political
morality. 1 am speaking as the friend
of the Government this atternoon, hut I
am endeavouring to be candid. I have
quoted the roads and bridges figures.
The vext item is Huarbours and Rivers.
The Government of 1904.5 provided
£18956 and the Government of 1906-7
provide £14,449.  VWater Supply and
Drainage, 1904.5, £21,138; 1906.7,
£20, 086 Railway ("nuhfuutlon 1904-5
£7, 16( 1906-7, nething. I am com-
paring esleatL with estimate. Anyone
but the Minister for Works knows that
1 cannot compare the expenditure of
1904-5 with the expenditure of 1906-7
yet, and I will have nu chance of doing it
while the Minister is in office.

TaE MinisTEr For Worgs: HEvery-
thing depends on the Govermment that
make the estimate.

Mz. Batu: Yours will come out pretty
badly, then.

Mr. DAGLISH : 1 amn quite prepared
to compure the expenditure of 1904.5
with the expenditure of 1905-6, and
justify my lstimutes of 1904-5 with the
Estimates of the member's late leader
tor 1905-6, and I have nothing to fear
from the comparison. The only trouble
my Government suffcred from was the
fuet that we told the country the truth
and became unpopular in cousequence,
and the members who succeeded us, while
prefessing the confidence which they
allegzed we did not possess, while profes-
sing to carry on a bold public works policy,
did very much less than those they
maligned ; misled the country and ob-
tuined the support of the country under
false pretences, and to-duy they uwre con-
demned in the country from end to end
because of their failure to fulfil the
promises they made. Where is the

gentleman who was the prime maker of

the promises; where is the leader ?

Mg. Tavror: The little man with the
big heart.

Mr. DAGLISH: I do not want to
make any abatomical allusions, I leave
that to the member for Roebourne (Dr.
Hicks), who knows wore about large
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hearts and swelled hends becaunse of ' of it

bis experience with a lot of subjects.
I feel justified in pointing out that the
principal party to these promises felt so
uncowfortable after making them and
his failure to fulfil them that he took the
carliest opportunity of getting out of
reach of the public eriticiswm which was
being hurled against him and his Minis-

try. No doubt the Minister for Works
will  be anxious to follow in the
footsteps of his leader. In Miscel-

laneous Works, in 1904-5 £1,110 was
provided, while £2,890 wus provided in
1905-6. T am not guoting the items in
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which there is a difference in favour of '
the Government of 1904-5. I am quoting |

avery ttem of public works expenditure.
I am anxious not to make credit for one
side or the other, but to give full expres-
gion to the fucts before the public and
the Committee. I am anxious to have
the Ministry judged not on my stutement

but on their merits. For Buildings Gene-
rally, in 1904.5 £33,652 was provided,

and in 1906-7 £38,871. Buildings for
the Lauds Departiment. £3,100 iu 1904-5,
£2,700 this year.
Education Department, £41,311
1504-5 and £11,616 this year. This is
the first instalment of the promises of
the present Government in regard to the
new steps for the extention of the educa-
tion system. There is provided for Edu-
cation Buildings u guarter of the amount
which was provided two years ago under
what they called the “wark-time™ Gov-
ernment. Buildings for the Attorney
General’s Department, £17 565 for 1904-5
and £370 in 1906-7. Buildings for the
Mines Departiaent, £2,819 in 1904-5 and
£2,312 in 1906-7. Buildings for the
Colonial Secretary’s Department, £55,413
in 1904.5 und £26,347 in 1906-7. Build-
ings for the Agricultural Department,
nothing jn 1904-5 and £287 in 1906-7.
Here again I am giving the present Gov-
ernment credit for proposing to spend
£287, an item on which the Government
of 1904-5 spent not & penny. Members
will recoguise my absolute fairness to the
present Government fo quote statistics i
their fuvour wher I get u chance. Build-
ings not classified, £13,706 in 1904-5 und
£1,245 in 1906-7. There is the bhold
public works policy in a uutshell, boiled
down to concrete figures. I have no
doubt the Minister for Works is proud

Buildings for the
in .
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Now the Minister for Works
wants to deal with the accuracy of the
estimates. I cannot deal with the ac-
curacy of his estimates because we have
not yet seen them put to the test, hut
with the Works estimatesof his immediate
predecessor, the Treasurer. In 1904-5
there was voted by Parliament lor public
works trom revenue a sum of £337,497,
aud there was expended during the same
year £337.927, and the expenditure,
therefore, represented 87 per cent. of the
amount voted. 1 think that was the
largest  percentage ever reached in
Western Australia, and it was due to the
efforts of my then enlleague Mr. Jolhinson,
the then Minister for Works. In 1905-6,
when the present Governmenl were in
office, there was voted £309,985 and
there was cxpended £238,151, or some-
thing under 77 percent.  Inother words,
the accuracy of the estiimates submitted
by my Government was 10 per cent.
greuter than the accuracy of the estimates
submitted by the Governinent -of Mr.
Rason, of which the present Government
are the natural heirs and successors.
Perhaps the Minister for Works will
claim that he is going to beat the record
of the member for Guildford ; but until
he has done sowething perhaps it
will be advisable to talk a little less.
My complaint against the gentlemen who
oceupy Ministerial offices at the present
time is that all through this session the
Govermnent have talked of promises ;
they have criticised those sitting on the
opposite side of the House, and then when
taking office have stolen their programe,
have paraded before the public in the
stolen clothes, and at the same time
while talking of a bold public works
policy have reduced the public works vsti-
rate from £387,499 in 1904-5 to £309,985
in 1905-6 and to £287,931 in 1906-7.
And still he talks of a bold public works
poliey, still talks of developing the
country, and still attacks the mark-time
policy. I ask Ministers to show sowe
justification for their action. I could
understand it if they were working on o
diminished revenne; but they are show-
inz for the current financial year au
revenue to exceed that for the last
financial vear, and thev are reducing the
public works vote by £81,000. This is
the bold public works policy for which

. the country has been waiting, and this is
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the Ministry of strong men recommended ' trail when I was eniticised.

to the people as men with confidence in
the resources of the State, men who were
not hesitating and haliing and timid.
uen who were not afraid of the future of
the State, und were therefore willing to
Launch out on some bold and progressive
policy that would provide employment
and draw thousands of people to our
shores. That was the promise, and this
is the realisation—the lowest expendi.
ture on public works thut Western Aus-
tralia has ycb sven; and this in com-
parison  with the expenditure of u
Uovernment that they called the mark-
time (lovernment, aod that they de-
nounced as a timid Government that had

[25 Ocroner, 1906.]

. of which the items ure made up.

not the courage tolaunch oub on a public .

worles poiicy, that doubted the resources
of the country, and that did not provide
employment for the people by incurring
expenditure on public works and build-
ings urgently called for by our citizens.
But there iz another class of public
works that may likewise fairly come into
the comparison. At the time the Dag-
lish Government were being denounced
throughout the State for a failure fu
spend money on public works, I pointed
out that though the expenditure of the
Public Works Depurtment was lower
than that of my immediate predecessors.
the difference was practically counter-
balaunced by the expendilure on pub-
lic works connected with the 3ines
Departwent ; and so  wembers may
imagine the same justification can be
shown by the present holders of office.
In order that there may be no misunder-

|
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|
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T should feel
that the sooner I stopped criticism, the
hetter for myself and for my reputation
in the country;and I do not, at all Llame
the Minister for trying to draw a strong
herring across the trail.

Tae Mivisrer ror Mixes: I am
simply asking, are you (:a,lcu]a,ting that
sum of £20,000 in those figures; because
it you are the coumparisen 15 not falr

Mr. DAGLISH: If the hon. member
asks me to dissect the Estimatey for
1904-3, I confess I cannot do so; but I
shall be happy, it the Minister will bring
them round, to give him the particulars
1 am
quoting the totuls in the Revenue HBsti-
mates. The same applies to the vote for
development of mining. In 1904.5
£7,000 was provided from revenue; in
1906-7 nothing is provided from revenue.
These figures again speak for *hemselves,
and show that the same bold public works
policy exhibited by the Estimates of the
Public Works Department is exhibited
by the Estimates of the Mines Depart-
went, and that the present Minisiry can
therefore he commended at all events for
consistency in thelr treatinent of two of
our most important spending depart-
ments. One phase of our finunces must
awaken some degree of timidity in the
minds of every member who considers it

¢ I refer to the relation of Western Aus-

tralia to the Tederafion, and of the
Fedevation to Western Australia; and
because of the fact that the plesent
financiu) relations between the Common-

©wealth and Woestern Australia are so

standing on that point, I will quote the .

fizures. In the Mines Department a
State battery vote of £60,100 was pro-
vided in 1904-5. In 1906-7 there is pro-
vided £37,200. For mines water supply
in 1904-5 £28,410 was provided, and the
provision for 1906-7 is £9,500.

Tue Mivisrer For Mives: Did your
provision include the £20,000 you bor-
rowed from the Savings Bank, calling it
revenue and using it for the Day Dawn
witer scheme ¥

Mr. DAGLISH: I am dealing entirely
with the money provided on the Esti-
mates. The hon. member is now ftrying
tu confuse the issue, and I do not wonder
atit. If J were a member of the present
Covernment I should be anxions to draw
us many herrings as I could across the

uncertain, there i1s now wuch more need
for cave in the administration of our
finances than there ever was before. 1do
not intend this afterncon to laupch into
a discussion of the Federation question ;
but I wish to point out that now, under
the partnership agrecment which Western
Australia iu touwnf_tlou with every other
Australian State has sigued, the Com-
monwealth Parliament cun at any moment
abolish the book-keeping system, and can
dispose of the surplus Customs revenue
in any fashion that it pleases, after 1906.
The book-keeping peried was a period of
five years from the date on which we
federated. That five yvears has now
expired, and therefore it is within the
power of the Commonwealth to vary the
method of dealing with the surplus
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Customs revenue; and Western Aus-
tralia does not rveally know the position
in which it may at any moment be placed
by a decision of the Federal Parliament
ou this question, arrived at without con-
sulting this State or its Government. Ip
this state of uncertainty as to our
financial relations with the Common-
waealth, there is need for the Treasurer to
display the utmost econniny, and if pos-
sible to mavage our financial affairs so
that instead of showing a slightly in-
creased deficit he may show some sub-
gtantial reduction, with a view to entirvely
wiping out the deficit at a very carly
date. I believe there is no serious danger
that ihe Commonwealth Parliament
will adopt so unfair, onjust, and inequit-
able a course as to distribute the sur-
plus revenue on a per capite basis; but
I desire to point out that the people and
the Parliament of Western Australia
have already authorised the Federation
to do so, and that the Federal Parlia-
ment is therefore within its striet consti-
tutional rights as a Parliament if it
chooses to act on the authority which
the people of Western Australin bave
conferred. [Inferjection.] Tt is not a
question of what our representatives did,
but of what the people in this State did
when they adopted the Commonwealth
of Ausiralia Constitution Bill. I do not
wish to discuss at lenmgth this Federal
issue, but I do desire to impress on the
present Government, and particularly on
the Treasurer, the need for exercising the
rztmost cure in attending to our finances,
whether our Loan Fund or our Consoli-
dated Revenuc Fund; to give the utmost
attention to all financial questions at the
present moment, because of this risk that
we run from any action by the Federal
Parliamert. 1 do intend to refer to the
fact that the Treasvrer quoted a few
figures relating to the progress of our
pastoral and agricultural industries; and
1 was glad like other members to obtain
the satisfactory information he has
furnished. But bere again, like other
facts and figures supplied by the Trea-
surer, the information was only partial
and when I asked for statistics of the
progress of our manuvfactoring or town
industries, I could get noune at all from
the Treasurer. He did not touch our
manufactures; and [ desire briefly to
point cut that the udoption of the Com-
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monwealth Constitution has practically
killed town industries ir Western Aus-
tralia fur a generation as least. 1 can
quote only a few figures, because we
never had in our towns a large number
of industries; but we bad every reason
to hope, as our population was growiug
year by vear, that vew industries would
cone into existence and would grow with
the population, Takiug the figures for
few of our town industries, I find that in
1901 1,737,292 pounds of cundles were
made in Western Australia, as against
1,626.00G pounds in 1905, or a substantial
decrease in spiteof our substantialinerease
of population. In 1901 115,855 pounds of
tohucco were manufactured, none being
wade in 1805,  Of cigars 1,140,611 were
made i 1901, as aguinst 587200 i
1905, Of boots and shoes 264,768 pairs
were made in 1901, as against 186,703
pairs in 1905. Practically the only
imereases shown are increases of natural
products or of the output of wanufac-
tories which treat our natural products,
stuch establishiments as flour-milis; and
the only other increases our town indus.
tries show are in bricks, lime, nerated
waters, and beer. (Qutside these there is
no increage whatever. T recognise, and I
believe the Committee will pretty gener-
ally recognise, that when we signed the
Commonwealth Constitution as a people
we practically made Western Australia
the duwping ground for Bastern manu-
factures; we practically provided that
for all time there should be no possibility
of building up local industries in West-
ern Australia; and in doing thal we did
in my opinion a bad thing for the
Commonwealth of Australia, hecause the
prosperity and the strength of the Com.
monwealth depend not upon the popula-
tion of the Hastern States, but on the
prosperity and the popuolation of the
whole area of the Australinn continent.
Especially is that the case if we fear an
attack on us from any Bastern country.
If the Western shores of Australia be
oeenpied by a thrifty anrd prosperous
population, it will he easily possible for
Augtralia to arrange for the defence of
the Western coast. If, on the other hand,
the Western coast be populuted but
sparsely, the difficulties of the protection
of the coast, devolving as it will on the
Bastern part of Australia, unconnected

| with the west by any line of railway, are
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8o great as almost to present an impossi-
bility. While T recognise the fact that
the movement for secession is practically
impossible, at the same time I likewise
recognise the advantages of Australia—
and | am speaking now not only from a

[25 Octorkr, 1906.]

West Austrulian Smnf‘lpomt— would have

lain and still lie not in building up a
cast-iron constitution governing ulmost
all the powers, controlling almost all
the powers of the individual States,
buat in a loose federation that should con-
trol, say, our defence svstem, that should
control perbaps our post office adminis-
tration, and outside these two subjects
would leave the control of local affairs
practically or entirely in local hands. A
Customs union would follow later. This
course would not only be satisfactory to

every State, but would have likewise pre- -

venfed the necessity of hHuilding up a big
legislative machine, either in Melbourne
or in some other part of the Eastern
States. It would have prevented the
construction of a costly capital in the
near future, and wounld huve prevented all
the expensive ramifications of govern-
ment that have already surrounded the
Parliament of the Commonwealth, which
each year are becoming larger und wider
in their ramifications. T desire to touch
on a matter thit should be considered by
the people of the State during the forth-
coming Federal elections, a natter of
vital interest to the Treasurer of the
State: the advocacy by a certain section
of the Commonweulth rej resentatives and
candidates of & Federul land tax. Here
again the members of the Federal Parlia-
ment who propose te impose a Federal
land lax are acting strictly witbin the
powers conferred on them by the Con-
stitution Act. But if the people of the
Commonwealth once adopt their ideas
and these idens are translated into prac-
tice by the Federal Parliament, they will
very lavgely indeed whittle away the
powers of taxation, so far as the powers
of the State Parliament are concerned ;
because there is no limitation in regard
to direct taxation by the Commonwealth
Parliament, as to the channel in which
they should spend the funds, as there is
in regard to the Custons taxation.
Assuming, for example, at the outset
that the Federal land tax is collected for
the purpose of breaking up large estates,
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those members advocating, and suceeed-
ing in carrving, a tax for the purpose of
breaking up lirge estates, of drivin

farther in the wedge inserted with the
ohject of working in the direction of
that unification of governmental control
which a verv large number of the Federal
members openlv advocate. If that were
Jdone, it wonld mean that the amount of
taxation available to the Siate Treasury
would disappear, and ultimately the
powers of local control would vanish.
Ags regards the local Parliament, its
importance may be placed very low by
auy of us except so far as it serves a very
important purpose, that is the purpose
of developing the-sources of the State it
represents. And we can and will take

« our stand against the encroachment of

the Federal authority by any new line of
taxation on this ground, that every
penny of taxation available to the State
Treasury may be used, and should be
used, in the direction of developing some
of our industries, while at the same time
there is no limitation whatever i regard
to the methods by which the Federal
Treasurer expends the money he draws
from the State. Therefore, every penny
drawn trom our people by direct Federal

" taxation becomes i tax drawn from our

there would be u strong danger indeed of |

people, and therefore is made unavailable
for the development of the State; a tax
that would otherwise be imposed by the
State wuthoritv, and the profits of which
could be made available for develop-
mental purposes. 1 thiuk this is a con-
sideration that should not only be borne
in mind by wembers of the Committee,
but by the people of the State. They
are not interested in the relative dignity
of a State Parliament or a Federal
Parliament, but every man and woman is
directly iuterested in maintaining ull the
powers of the State Parliament in
regard to taxation, with a view to seeing
that the money ruised fromn the peaple of
Western Australia is expended for the
benefit of the people from whom it is
raised. It is not only a matter for the
electors of the Commonwealth, but it isa
maticr for the representatives of the
clectors of the Commonwenlth. I con-
tend we as members who have enjoyed
the confidence of our electors should
fail in our duty to the State if we
did not set before the people .of
the State, inside Parlizment und out-
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side Parliament, any point that deserves
their cousideration. [Interjection.] I
know no Opposition candidate. I know
only those cundidates in favour of the
retention of all the powers of Western
Australia or those candidatesin opposition
to the retention of the powers by Western
Australia. As a citizen of the State, I
know of no question on which I shall
cast my vote, except the question of the
retention of all the rights and powers
and the retention of large powers of local
government by the State. I do not care
what label the candidate bears for whom
I vote. I contend when the elaction
comes, and before it, on the platform I
ghall do all T can to help the candidate,
regardless of party, who is most earnest
and faithful to do his hest to maintain
the powers and privileges and secure our
local government to us. We have parted
with too mmuch already. We have parted
with some which we may ultimately
recover; we have parted with much we
can never recover; but in my opinion the
man who advocates any farther encroach-
ment of the Federal authority is an
absolute enemy to the State of Western
Australia, no matter what his other
political opimions may he. 1 desire to
say but little move. I bave already tres-
passed rather lengthily on the indulgence
of the House; buat the Treasurer, how-
ever, made several important omissions,
I pointed at the outset to the fact that
the Treasurer absolutely failed to an-
nounce in the Budget the financial poliey
of the Government. There has heen no
time when the finuncial policy was more
important than now. There was uo time
in our history when the financial policy
has been so vaguely hinted at, because
the speech only hinted at it. Previous
Treasurers have thought it neeessary not
only to present a printed volnme of Hsti-
mates with printed returns, bot it has
been incumbenfon them to outline the
full financial policy of the Government.
To do that it is necessary not only to
show precisely the amount of revenue to
be received as the Consolidated Revenue,
but the loan programme of the Govern-
ment should be outlined. We have a
hint in the Treasurer’s Speech of the
loan policy of the Governmnent, hut
nothing more than a hint; not a single
line of railway has been mentioned, and
we are Lold there are to be several. There
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is, to be railway development. The
mining and agricultural resources of the
State are to be developed.  We are told
there is to he horing; we are told the
general welfare of the community is to he
looked after by a wise expenditure of
loan funde, but we huve no definite policy
whatsoever ; and it 1s the first occasion in
the history of this Parliament when the
House has been asked to discuss the
Budget without being made aware of the
financial proposals of the Government
who submitted it. T cannot understand
why the financial proposals bave been
lkept back. Why has not a loan policy
been unfolded ? We are within two
months of the adjournment, and we have
vet to have Railway Bills and a Loan
Bill, and we are going to have some
trouble. We are going to have one or
two Railway Bills thrown at the House
on the eve of prorogation, and we shall
be told there is no time to disonss them,
no time to submit the facts und figures
that ought to be submitted, and there-
fore the House will be asked to accept
the assurance of the Minister in regard
to the civcumstances under which the
House is asked to authorise the construc-
tion of these railways. The House did
that last year. We had reasonable
grounds to expect that this session we
wonld have an early intimation of the
loan policy of “he Government. They
have beeu talking of railways ever since
they caumne into Ministerial experience.
They make promises to deputations timu
after time. In fact, every district that
has a possible terminus to a possible
railway is expecting not only a pro-
bable, but is relying on a certain
railway. Yet we have not seen one
of these railways given as a tangible
proposition to the House. The Armadale
railway we have as vet no figures in re-
gard to, We only have the promise of it.
The Bill has been introduced and dropped.
Long before these Estimates were intro-
duced we ought to have had the loan
policy of the Govervment. The ques-
tion should be properly discussed.  The
Tstimates of Revenueand Expenditure we
have before us, but we have not the Loan
Bstimates. We find £11,000 is provided
for State schools, and many of us think
that £11,000 is insufficient. We may find
when the Loan Estimates come down the
schools we desire to he erected are pro-
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vided for, but we have no hint of it. The
whole loan policy of the Government so
far has materialised only the completion |
of the lunaticasylum. The State batteries !
are in the same position as the railways. .
The miues development generally isin the
same position as the railway ¢uestion and
the State battery question.

[25 Ocroner, 1906.]

© was justifiable and believing
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figures were complete and were used by
the Treasurer wheo introducing the Tand
Tax Assessment Bill as the basis of his
estimate of revenne under the Bill he has
introduced. No more sutisfactory in-
formation T think could be given as to
why, holding the opinion that such a tax
in its

+ uvecessity and advocating it, it was not

At 630, the Crarryan left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Mz. DAGLISH (continuing) : My
endeavour during the remnarks T have been
offering has been to be ubsolutely generous
to the Government, and in pursnance of
that desire I wish to mention that whilst -
I was speaking in regard to the mines
water supply the Minister for Mines in-
terjected a question in regard to the |
expenditure of 1904-5 which was provided
for, us to whether that included an amount
that was subsequently recouped from the
Savings Bank. On looking up the facts I
find that it did; buat it dues not affect the
fact that provision was made for u water
supply af Cue and Day Dawn. The cost
of this provision was somewherc about
£20,000, and that amount was mncluded
in the vote for mines water supply pro-
vided on the Estimates of 1904-5 subse-
quently, in accordance with the terms of
the Water Boards Act. This sum was
recouped by the izsue of the loan from the
Savings Bank to u board which was
established for the Cue und Day Dawn |
water supply. In the vear 1904-5 pro-
vision for this work was made during the
expenditure of snch estimates, and was
taken as an item of revenue on the other
side. When I got the fignres T looked at
the Estimates generally, and did not ook
at the details. I rejoice at the oppor- l
tunity of giving the Minister the informa- |

|
|

tion he suggested should be supplied. '
The question has been asked and probably
will be asked again as to why, believing
in a land tax, T dil not introduce a °
measure providing for one; and that is
answered very briefly by the statement
that when I delivered a policy speech in
1904 I pointed out to the electors that
there would not be an opportunity, owing
to the time it would take to collect the
necessary dafa, to introduce  tax in that
vear. In the year 1905 such a measure was
one of the items in the Governor's Speech
on the opening of Parliument, and the

introduced. IF it bad heen introduced in
1905 jasiead of 1906, assuming that
£60,000 is the amount which would be
returned by means of such a tax, mem-
bers will ar once see that the current
vear's Estimates instead of showing a
deficit of £119.000 would have shown a
deficit of £5%.000, and the Treasurer
would find the advantage of that when
approaching the money market for the
purpose of securing those millions of loan
funds it is proposed to apply for and
expend at the end of this vear. Assum-
ing that £60,000 to have been raised last
vear and £60,000 again this year, there
would be an apparent surplus shown on
the current year's Estimates, speaking
in round numbers, instead of a deficiency
as estimated. This evening in one speech
on the general guestion I am endeavour-
ing to cover ground relating to all depart.
ments, because I iutend, unless circum-
stances necessitate another course, re-
fraining from speaking on the individual

departments.  On one guestion affecting
the Public Works Departiment the

members of the present Alinistry were
very emphatic when in Opposition in
regard to the advantages of the contiract
system of carrying out public works over
the departmental system of construction.
This was particularly advocated in con-
nection with the pipeworks at Fremantie
as an argument awainst the establish-
ment and maintenance of Government
pipeworks, and it was particularly advoca-
ted aguinst the Jandakot Railway and the
Collie-Narrogin Railway ; but the present
(overnment h(u'e not had the courage to
foliow out the convictions of their mem-
bers.

Tre TkreEASURER: Have vou?

Mgr. DAGLISH: I had the courage
to take the responsibility atfached to the
estublishment of pipeworks and to carry-
ing out by departmental labour two rajl-

wayvs; but prrsonally -and T challenge
the Treasurer on this—time after time in
this Honseand outside it I have taken up
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the position that the question of contract
or departmental labour is one of expe-
diency und not of principle, and that the
Government have the right to eansider in
any particular worl that form of con-
struction which the civcumstances of the
case most readily lend themselves to, and
to adopt that form of construction.

Tue TeeasureEr: Wehave done that,
too, have we not ? )

Mr. DAGLISH: But the Minister
when in oftice took up a different position.
He will not trouble me to quote Hansard,
I hope. I can do so. The Minister's
arguirent then was that departmental
labour was unnecessarily expensive and
inefficient.

Tee TrEasurer: As a rule

Mx. DAGLISH : The hon. geutleman
made statements, and now he is intro-
ducing qualifications.

THe TREASURER :
Hansard.

Me. DAGLISH : 1f I were anxious to
take up the time of the Committee unduly
I would quote Hansard ; but, T will malke
this defimte statement, and I will appeal
to members in the House who were in
the House at thut time as to whether the
hon. memwber was not repeatedly an
advocate of the coniract system, a con-
sistent and persistent advocate.

Mr. Tayror: In season and out of
8eas0n.

Me. DAGLISH : There was a resolu-
tion condemning the departmental prin-
ciple in regard to public werks and
condemning day labour generally, which
was sent down to another place fremw this
House two years ago. 1 think the
Minister for Mines was the sponsor of
that, and I am sure the Minister for
Mines will not argue that he was not an
advocate of the contract system. [Inter-
jection by the 1 .\1INIS’I‘ERFORT\[I‘NES.] The
trouble was that before the hon. gentle-
man came to have an inquiry, the facts
were so overwhelming against the Min-
ister that he did not persist in his
demand. Does the Minister still desire
the inguiry ?

Tre Minrsrer ror MINES:
had it.

Mr. DAGLISH: Yes. What sort of
an inquiry, and what has been done in
consequence P Will the
Mines tell we whether that

Oh no.  Quote

We have

inquiry
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justified the pipewarks and the Govern-
ment establishibg them, or not ?

Tns CHATRMAN: The hon. member
is not in order in interrogating members
across the floor of the House.

Mr. DAGLISH : I was simply asking,
siv, 1f the Minister would tell me;
but the Minister seems to bave no desire
to supply the information. The Minister
wmust admit that the inguiry justified

i the establishment of the pipeworks, or

Minister for -
, at the price quoted.

that his Government have shown either u
tack of courage in refusing to close down
the pipeworks if their establishment was
not justified, or else have shown a leaning
towards a particular locality. In any
case the attitude of the Government is
peculiar. T set out to show that although
the Treasurer was a very strong advocate
of this contract system in season and out
of senson, he has continued the railways
with day labour that were started with it
last year, and it has been decided to
construct the three new railways on the
departmental principle. If the Minister
believed in the contract system as he
said then, he should not have done that.
I adinit at once that there was a forwm
adopted of calling for tenders. But
what did that form mean? The essential
principle of the contract system is that
if a man tenders to do a certain work he
puts up o deposit as a guarvantee of his
good faith, as an evidence that he has
means to carry out the work, and if he
fails to carry out the work he loses that
deposit. If he fails to carry out the
work for the price he quoted. he hag
pinned his reputation to the statement,
he has handed iu his deposit with the
assurance that he can carry out the work
at the price named, and he is the loser,
and sacrifices the difference between his
estimate of the cost of the work and the
actual cost. [Interjection.] I do not
want to deal with specifications at all at
present, but 1 desire to point out thai in
the system the Minister has adopted he
has called tenders and bas obtained
tenders from private individuals, and has
put in a departmental estimate as against
those tenders. If a contract had heen
let and the work cost more than the con-
tractor bargained for, if in other words
he made a mistake in his estimate, he
would have stood to lose, and the Gov-
eroment wonld have got the work done
If, on the othe:
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hand, a departmental estimate be putin

as a tender, and the work costs more
than the departmental estimate, the
Governnent pay the additivnal money.
T'hat is, in «ve case there 1s a ten-
derer who takes the risk, and in the

other case a depurtmental estimate
is put in as a fender and mo
risk is taken by anyone except the

department which aceepts the tender,
There is no contractor and no engineer
who is infallible in his estimates, and no
Minister, Government or Parliament
would expect such infallibility. [Tnter-
jection.] No officer’s reputation would

be injured by either under-estimating or .

vver-estimating. If persistent errors of

large amounts were made, the officer's .
reputation would ultimately suffer; but -

it is absolutely impossible, in a work of
any magnitude, for any officer, no matter

how capable and couscientious, to draw |

ap wn estimate which can be accepted as

abgolutely indisputable; and conse-
quently, on small works as well as on
large, additional sums are frequently
voted on the Estimates, which are in
some cases found to be too high and in
others too low. In some instances we
have additional votes, tu others we have
what are called savings. I am not ob-
jecting to Ministers following the policy
of their predecessors by constructmv
railways by departmental day labour.

Tuk Trkasurek: You did not follow
it with regurd to pipes. Yoo let a con-
tract.

Me. DAGLISH: Wedid not construct
departmentally vertical pipes. The Trea-
surer knows well that there was not a
plant sufficient to carry out the work
required. But I bave repeatedly told
him and the Committee that I do not
regard it as » vital principle to support
either the contract or the departmental
labour system. Which should be adopted
is in my opinion purely u matter of ex-

diency ; but the Minister, on the otber
hand, until he attained office,
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The TrEssuper: That I bave always
advocated ; and the system is adopted in
the other States.

Me. DAGLISH : I do not mind where
it is adopted. I have pointed out the
weakness of the priciple, and the common
sense of the Comnittee will enable them
at once to see the difference between the
person who submits a tender and bucks
it with his deposit, and the person who
submits an estimate which is merely
regarded o the Jight of a tender. How-
ever, T do not wish to labour this point.
[ desive briefly to touch on the concession
in the carriage of timber for export over
onr railways, I wish to know definitely
whether it is a concession, if the timber
is being conveyed aver our railways at
less than the haulage and handling cost.

Tur Mintster For Rarnways: No.

Mr. DAGLISH: Then in other words,
I take it the carriage is still profitable at
the reduced rate. Then why is that rate

1‘ vot applied to timber for loeal use? Why

penalise the man living in the State and
wishing to build a jarrah house? Why
is the small timber-miller penalised by
heing charved higher rates than the big
timber-miller who is living entirely on
the export trade? Why a specified rate
in favour of the big mun, or why should
the consuwiner in London pay a lower
price than the vonsumer in Western Aus-
tralia 7 Had the Minister not denied
that the concession involved carriage at a
loss, I should perhaps bave been slow to
spealk ; bnt when it is admitted that the
railways can still carry this timber at a
profit, charging the rates quoted, surely
the local consumers and the small mill-
owners should share to some exteni in
the advantage of the reduced freight. To
view of the c¢nndition of the finances I
think the Government might well, before
introducing their new railway proposals,
have introduced also a proposal for a
betterment tax, so as to make the land-

' owner benefited by the construction of a

has always .

taken the opposite standpoint, and made -

contract labour of vital importance
throughout his political career.
same time he has not the courage to
adopt the system, nor to adopt day
labour straight out. He has hedged by
adopting the sp-called principle of tenders
open to the departmentand to the private
contractor alike.

At the

new railway pay something more than the
ordinary taxpaver tewards the cost of
maintenance, upkeep, and working ex-
penses of that line. A light tax on the
betterment principle would at all events
be a particularly fair charge.

Hox.F. H. Piesse: Would you not
make it retrospective ?

Mg. DAGLISH: That would be mm-
possible,
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Hox. F. H. Piesse: You would then '
make some land-owners pay while allow-
ing others to escape.

M=z. DAGLISH: Why did not "the
hon, member raise that point when it was
proposed to increase the price of Crown
lands? Why not make that increase
retrospective?  Why should not every
man who has bonght conditional purchase
land at any time be made to pay £1 au
acre, though he originally bought it for
10s.¥  The hon. member will T am supe
recognise the impossibility of making
betterment legislation retrospective. If
he has any kund for which he paid 10s.
an acre, he will be the first to recognise the
unfairness of raising the price retrospec-
tively to 20s., even if that weve prac-
ticable.

Hox. F. H. PiEsse : You do not under-
stand the subject.

Mr. DAGLISH : T think T understand
the hon. member’s opinion of retrospec-
tive payment for his land.

Hox. F. H. Pigssg: I felt some diffi-
dence in making the suggestion.

+ Mr. DAGLISH: T am not accusing
the hon. member of being unduly diffi-
deat. If I charged him the increased
price, there would be no hope of collecting
the money. There is another question
the Government should consider befure
introducing any new railway proposals.
I refer to the establishment of an ad-
visory hoard which I recommended two
years ago to report on new railways.
The proposal was carried out, though
no Bill was passed for the purpose.
The Tabour Government adopted that
course with the proposed Norseman Rail-
way, which was being considered by the
Governmnent. We appointed a board of
three officers to report on the route, on
the possibilities of the district,” and on
the traffic; the board counsisting of Br.
Montgomery, State Mining Engineer,
Mr. Douglas, Chief Traffic Inspector of
the Railway Department, and Mr.
Thompson, Kongineer-in-Chief represent-
ing the constructive branch. We in.
structed these gentlemen fo report as a
bourd, and likewise to report as indi-
viduals, The result was the submission
to this House of a detailed report swch
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as was never submitted on any other
railway proposal brought before Parlia-
ment., Last session we found that ex- }
actly the opposite plan was followed. |
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We had railways submitted with no in-
{ormation whatever, und the House was
asked to vote on them blindfold. And
the majority voted blindly in favour of
those rallways. Some of us voted against
them simply onthe ground that informa-
tion was not available to enable us to
form a fair judgment. But what do we
find now? Thoogh there was then a
majority in favour of each of those lines,
some members who bhelped to carry the
Biills are now repenting ; and if the votes
were taken again with the added infor-
mation members have acguired, several
members who assisted to carry the Bills
through Committee would reverse their
judgment. It is very unfortunate for
the country that those railways were
adopted with so little consideration as
was given to them last year.

How. F. H. Piesse: The same state-
ment would apply to muny other pro-
posals; but if members who opposed
these railways had been able to see the
country, they would have regretted their
oppozition.

Mg. Scappan: The Minister for Agri-
culture repented after seeing the country.

Mz. DAGLISH: Members do not
need to see the route of every propnsed
railway. A large number of inembers are
not competent to form a judgment on
some classes of country. Some are uot
qualified to judge of a gold-bearing dis-
trict, nor are others to judge of an agri-
cultural district.  Inrespect of some par-
ticular country, each individeal member
has some disqualification as a judge ; and
even if we could adequately estimate the
value of the country for productive puor-
poses, we should still be unable, as
aymen, to form au accurate estimate of
the engineering difficulties, the cost of
the line, and likewise unable accurately
to estimate, without skilled advice, the
traffic likely to result from its coustrue-
tion. If the House were advised inde-
pendently by officers such as I have
todicated, and if in the case of agri-
cultural lines we substituted for the Chief
Mining Engineer some agricultural
cxpert or agricultural land expert like
Mr. Paterson, the nanager of the Agri-
cultural Bank, or a skilled officer of the
Tiands Department, the Committee would
le able to form a good and reliable
judgment, instead of being unduly
.fluenced by the opinion of . Minister
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which may sometimes be honest and
wrong, which say sometimes be unduly
influenced by the views of the member
for the district if he happens to bea
Government supporter, and which may
gometines be too unfavouwrable if the
member representing the district happens
to be not altogether in sympathy with
the Governwent.  Thongh the session is
somewhat late, and though they bave
much work to do in sabimitiing their
financial policy, I would strongly urge
the Government that when intreducing
any new railway proposal, they should give
the House the benefit of expert advice on
the conntry it is proposed to serve. I
have noticed with regret oae feature
affecting the Ministry. The Government
are not united and not prepared as a
Ministry to lead thiz House on all
occasions. No more vital division could
probably be taken than the division on
such a subject as the relations between
this State and the Commonwealth ; and
vet, when a motion is proposed which
if passed und if it could be given effect
to  would mean the possible secession
of this State from the Commonwealth,
we find thut though the Premier and
some of his colleagues voted on one
side, other representatives of the Ministry
took the opposite side. 1 contend it is
the duty of Ministers to lead the House
as a body on all public questions, and
that especially on a vital question such
as secession they ought not to speak with
two voices, ought not to Aatter supporters
whatn they are anxious to conciliate by
telling off one or two Ministers to
vate one way, while the others vote
in opposition with a like object. I
have nothing woere te say except this. T
hope the Ministry at an early stage will
submit their loan propousals, und allow
the Committee an opportunity of forming
a fair judgment on their financial policy.
T hope that when they submit their loan
proposals they will give the Committee
full opportunity of discussing them, and
that there will be no request that they be
rushed through because of the lateness of
the session. T hope that every member
will do his duty in insisting on full and
impartial consideration of all such loan
proposals ; and I ask the Ministry in this
and all other questions to bear in mind
that the fact that they have so large a
majority as they have al present is one
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that shounld make them more careful
in Lhe exercise of their powers and
responsibilities thun they would otherwise
he, because that great majority gives
them so great a. power that they should
ke very carveful in satisfying themselves
that they are absolutely right before they
utilise it. I hope that the Treasurer's
anticipation in regard to revenue will be
fully realised, and I trust that the finan-
«ial vear on which we have ulready entered
will be as prosperous u year as Western
Australin hus ever experienced, and at
the same time that the Ministry will be
inore successful during the present year
iu finding means of eurtailing adwminis.
trative expenses and lopping off every
superflious expenditore than they bave
heen to the present. I desire to thank
hon. members for their kind forbearance
towards me during the time I have been
discussing these Estimates.

Hox. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning): I
regret that I did not have the oppor-
tunity of listening to the able speech
delivered by the Treasurer. T have lis-
tened to, I think, the whole of the
previons 16 Budget Speeches delivered
m this Parlament, and I regret that
circnmstunces prevented me from being
present on the last occasion. I have
however, taken the opportunity of read-
ing the speech delivered by the Treasurer,
and I desire to offer him my hearty cen-
gratulations on the manner in which he
uppears to have delivered that speech,
aud also for the information he hasgiven
to the conntry,und for the instructive way
in which he placed bhefore this Committee
and the country all facts in connection
with the interests of the country to date.
With his usnal characteristic of optimism
tempered with prudence, the Treasurer
has given a statement which, I take it,
has heen read by the thousands of people
tn this country with great inierest. At
the same time he has also conveyed to the
peonple through the words he uttered the
need for looking at the serious side of the
(uestion in regard to the position of this
State. There is no one who recognises
the responsibilities of a position such as
the Treasurer holds more than one who has
held office as Treasurer:; and T take it
that the member for Subiaco (Mr. Dag-
lish) in his speech to-night, which I am
sur¢ we have all listened to with great
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interest, in which in a masterly way hLe ! sible Government; but we cannot speak

a,na.lvsed many of the past acts of the -
Government while giving instances of
the acts of his own Government by way
of comparison, fully recognised thal there
is a great responsibility resting on the
holder of so nmportaut a position as that
of the Treasurer; and 1 am sure that in
making his c¢riticisms the hon. member
has, as far as he could do it consistently
with the position he occupies, givin
credit to the Treasurer for the best in-
tentions in the interests of the country.
Also I am sure that the hon. member
fully recognised that we are now at a
stage in this country's history—perhaps
tore 50 than we bave ever been before—
when the country needs the exercise of
the greatest caution, and when it is
necessary that the greatest assistance
should Dbe given to those in power.
Knowing as [ do the difficulties that have
to be faced, I say that although these
difficuliies may be appareut, at the same
time I am so satisfied with the buoyaney
of the country in regard to its capabilities
and in regard to its people, that although
we have to exercise this caution, we may
be perfectly satisfied with the adminis-
tration of the Government as far as they
are able to help in the direction which
has been indicated. I am sure they will
do their best, and there is no one more
desirous than I am of seeing them suc-
cessful; at the same time I am quite in
accord with other members who have
spoken, that fair criticism is necessary
at times, ihat objection is also neces-
sary and that we should without fear,
raise our voices when there is noces.
gity for it in the direction of advocating
not only caution and prudence, but also
the avoidance of the difficulties iuto
which we see the Government may get.
It is in this way that we may assist; but
it seems to me that at times there is a
growing tendency on the part of some to
unduly criticise without giving a measure
of help when perbaps help may be more
justified than criticism. It is refreshing
to find that reference has been made to
those who in the past did so much to
build up the affairs of this State. Refer-
ence has been made to the hardy pioneer,
and to those who followed, those who
have been nation builders, and wha have
done their best in the various Parliaments
of this State during the years of Respon-

" my remarks to-night.

of them withouf refernng to those who
preceded them in the old days of our
Legislative Councils, and who did
equally well. With regard to the Finan-
cial Statement presented to us, and with
regard to the figures alluded to so
frequently, and especially by the mem-
ber for Subiaco, I do not intend
to dexl with them, I prefer to leave
them in the hands of those who have
perhaps been able to give much more
time than I have to the subject. My
object to-night is more to deal with
matters generally, and more particularly
in regard to ome or two things which
I think are of sufficient interest to mem-
bers to lead me to ask them 1o listen to
I desire first of
all to allude to a question already
referred to, that of the importation of
produce, one of the particular questions
uffecting us to-day. It is gratifying to
find that we are making steady progress
in preducing that which we require from
our own land, and also by means of our
own industries.  We find that in 1902,
as shown in the Treasurer's speech, the
imports were £8 10s. 11d. per head of
population, and that in 1905 they had
decreased to £6 5s. 3d., or a difference of
£2 5s. 8d., which means roughly an
amount of £600,000 per annum raised in
this country and spent within this couu-
try, and kept in the pockets of the
people of the country. This is an en-
couragement to trades and industries,
and I shall refer to it later in connection
with the exbibition that is to be held of
the State’s manufactures. It is to me
most. gratifying tv find that these figures
are such an evidence of progress in one
direction, that we are producing more
than we were in 1902, even to the extent
of £600,000 a rear. Reference was
made to this by the member for Subiaco
in his speech when he said that in conse-
quence of Federation there had been a
great reduction in the outputs of our
various industries.  No doubt this may
he the case if one may take these figures
as betng corvect and we accept thein as
they are; vet it seems to me that we
are mwaking steady progress in other
directions. As I said, I intend to
deal with this matter when dealing
with the exhibition matters, and when
speaking in regard to our industries. In
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eference to the estimated revenue and the !
| be fully justified. Later on I would like

stimated expenditure, two very im-
ortant matters, on which hinges the
vhole of this debate I take it, I do not

ntend o deal very closely with them, -
one or two
+ are now asking for, the farther extension

wt I intend to deal with
natters arising out of them, and 1 hope

o be able to show later on that we could -

wve saved, perhaps, a little in regard to
wr expenditure, und avoided theincrease
f our burdens in regard to taxation. If

ve take our primary industries and con.
wect them as we must do with our lands |

—though gold-mining is not perhaps to
se classed in the same category as agri-
wltore, still after all, it all pertains to
ihe lands of the country, and it is from
ihe lands, after all, that we are receiving
wir wealth—minerals have been the chief
‘actor In bringing about the good resulis
ve have experienced in the past, and in
sringing us to the position we are occupy-
ng to-duay, a proud position I may say
18 compared with our State some 15 or
L6 years ago; but the results from our
ands ure most satisfactory. Settlement
as gone on apace. No one, I take it,
:an speak with greater authority in that
respect tban wmyself, because I have
watched it very closely and have been so
slosely associated with it; and T feel sure
that we still need great assistance in the
lirection of settling people oo the land.
A statement has been made by the Gov-
ernment that it is their intention to carry
vut a bold works policy, which has been
alloded to by the member for Subiaco,
perhaps ia critical tering, rather humorous
at times. The need for assisting land
settlement indicates that there is need to
carry out such a policy. Many Govern-
wents have come forward with such o
policy. Those in preceding years were in
@ better position to earry out puablic
works with greater advantage because
of the greater amount of money avail-
able in those days thun we are able
to obtamn to-day, and because they
had mnot so many obligations on their
shoulders as we have to.day. How-
ever, it seems tone that the Government
should tuke in hand these works. There is
a necessity for carrving out these works ;
and though we have been criticised in so
many directions for having passed during
the last session three Bills for the con-
struction of certain railways, yet I am
confident that the action of the Govern-

{25 Ocrurer, 1906.]
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ment in that instance will be proved to

to touch upon the board of advice which
has been recommended, and to mention
some other particulars in reference to
these railways. It is similar work we

of railways throughout the country;

* therefore I think a bold policy of public

works under these conditions, and for the
purpose of carrying out works in the wuy
I have suggested, is fully justified, and I
am sure that the country would support
any Governmwent in that work and would
assist them by justifving any action in
regard to the ruising of sufficient funds.
There is alse vecessity, L take it, in con-
nection with the building of these lines to
advertise our resources. My recent visit
to the Bastern States convinced e that we
should take stepsto do ourbest toadvertise
our State in the other States of Australia.
I have for a lopg time been of opinion
that it would be unfederal to take such a
course. However, T am satisfied now,
having seen what I have seen in the
Eastern States and the advertising carried
on by New Zealand. They have adopted
a practice which seems to me to be one
that might be followed, of opening offices
in Sydney and Melbourne where informa.-
tion can be given, where people can see
notices exhibited. The New Zealand
office states, “ This is the New Zealand
office, the burcau of information, where
particulars are given with regard to the
couditions of the country,” Although itis
said often that we agreed to obtain immi-
grants from outside the Commonwealth,
at the same time if people are leaving
the shores of Australia with the object of
going to South Africa or Canada, or to
other places, and if we offer hetter in-
ducements so that they be retained in
Australia, under these circumstances if
we can by giving information induce these
people to cowme here, and if we have on
view exhibitions of produce to give all
the information that may be necessary in
regard to settlement, showing what our
lands are like, showing what our laws are
like, and by maps and photegraphs and
pictures showing whut our country is like,
we should do much good in farther in-

ducing people 1o come here, It may be
| looked on as somewhat unfederal ; at the

. same time we bave to look at the question
, from our own standpoint, and it is by
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the building up of population in our
State, thus equalising our conditions iu
that respect, we shall be able later on to
more suceessfully uphold our own in the
encroachments levelled against uvs from
the Eastern States in some particulars.
This burcau of information could be
carried on without muech cost to us.
It most be in a prominent position
and provided with the nost recent
information, and that mformation
should from time to time be increased
and kept up to date. I may suy on the
whole it seems we can do some good in
this direction. 'We can say that we have
land available for settlement, because we
hear it said all through Victoria and the
other States of the Commouwealth that
land has to be obtained by the repurchasc
of estates. In Western Australia we are
not in that position, for the Government

offer on first hand under most favourabl - |

conditions land for settlement. The
terms which the Government offer are
more advantageous tkan the terms
offered by the Eastern States. I am
sure if people knew as muoch of the
country us they could know, we should
see a larger number of people coming
here than there are going cutside the
Commonwealth.  They would wmake
Western Australia their home rathes
than places that do not benefit the
Commonwealth. I am satisfied that w.
can produce equally us good fruit, equally
as good grain, and equally us good woci
in this country as is produced in any
other part of Australia. We ought to
show this and give some evidence of it
It is surprising bow ignorant people arc
of the conditions of Western Australia.
As au mstance, I found on going into a
telegraph office in Vietoria to send a tele-
gram to another State, and that State was
South Australia, the adjoining State,
that one of the large towns iu that State
was not known by the clerk at the
counter. He suid he would have to look
up the information, 10 see whether the
place was in the guide.book before he
could accept the telegram. Aad this
place eontains 5,000 people, is situated in
a4 district which has been a mining
district tor years, and vet this man of 25
wag ignorant of it. That shows how
necessary it is that information should
be given, and if information is given in
the direction indicated it will be of
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great advantage to Western Aunstralia and
place us wmore favourably befure the
people and show what we are capable of
doing. With regard to the Federal
finaneinl proposals and the rvelation
of the Commonwaalth to the States, I
may say I was in the Bastern States at
the time our representatives were there,
and I would like to offer my congratula-
tions to the Treasurer and the Leader of
the Opposition for the part they took in
protecting our interests. I heard it from
outside sources that their speeches, de-
livered in our interests, were listened to
with the greatest attention, and they were
spoken of as being fighting speeches. I
am sorry the result was not more satis-
factory to us. Howerver, we have this in
our favour, notwithstanding all that may
be decided upon by the States Govern-
ments and the Premiers of those Govern-
ments, and the representatives of those
States, we wust rely eventnally on the
good sense and judgment of the Federal
Parliament itself. 1t is that which will
protect us to the end, and ] feel we
should expect and we should receive from
that Parliament that justice which is our
dne.  We have joined this Federal Com-
monwealth, we have joined it under con-
ditions whieh T zaid long age would be
most nufavourable to us.  We entered
the Federation, and having entered it, as
I said when speaking on the Address-in-
Reply, it seems to me to be iwpossible to
retract from it. I am in accord with those
who have expressed their opinion in the
direction of discontent; there are good
grounds for the action iaken in many
quarters, resenting strongly the treatment
we have received in certain directions
from the Federal Parliament, and not
onls from the Federal Parliament, but
from the other States. However, I am
satisfied it is no use talking of undoing
Federation just now, in fact not at all,
We bave entered into it, and althongh we
can complain and must complain, and do
all we can to voice our wrongs, yet at the
same time we must relv eventually on the
good sense of men to do justice to

this State. There must be justice
done. We may have good grounds
for complaining, at the same timne

the grounds which are now brought
farward do not appear to be suflicient to
enable s with any measure of success to
carry oul the object which those bringing
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forward the secession movement have in

view., If one looks at the constitutional -

aspect of the question one sees that we
should have great difficulty in convincing
the Imperial Parliament as to the justice
of our claim in the direction we speak of.
We may have alleged wrongs, but wo
must show conclusively those wrongs are
of such a character as to justify the
Imperial Parliament in agreeing to our
request.

Mg. Unperwoop: Why not specify
the wrongs ¥

Hox. F. H. PIESSE: They have not
vet been specified. One of the wrongs
that has been stated is that the Cowm-
monwealth has not kept faith with us in
the building of the raillway. ‘That isa
moéot point. It is ome that can be
discussed from all standpoints I am
assured in my own mind, because [
know of the compact wade through the
authorities in South Australia as I was
present at the time, that there was a
distinet avd definite promse. It was
not embodied in the conditions entered
into, but it was agreed that certain
measures should be taken to obtain for
us the railway to connect us with South
Australia.

Me. Unbperwoon:
they to agree?

Hown. F. H. PIESSE : Tt rested with
them to introduce a Bill to construct o
line of railway through their territory
and 1t rested with us to introduce a Bill
for a line connecting with that railway.
But because of the delay that took place,
while waiting for them to commence,
certain things occurrved that changed the
aspect of affairs and brought about some
of the complications from which we are
suffering to-day.

Me. UnpErwoob : Did not Mr. Vosper
oppose Federation because the railway
was not in the Constitution, because
there was no promise of » railway ? Cer-
tainly he did.

Howx. F. H. PIESSE: I say this. I
am entirely in accord with the protection
of our interests, that is that we shall not
give away any wmore of our rights. We
must protect our State rights in every
way possible. If we refer to the Con-
stitution we will find that there are
many other rights that can be given up
and that we provide for in the Constitu.-
tion but which depend on the coneurrence

What power had
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It is within
the proviuce of the Federal Purliament,
and we should see that the State Parlia-
ment does ot relinguish any more of the
rights than we have done. A great deal
of barm in the country has not been
done; at the same time as an anti-
federalist of that day I say that having
once entered Federation we eannot advo-
cate or strongly put forward claims for
secession under the present conditions.
I am prepared to say thut I huve enough
fuith in Western Australin, and T am
prepured to stand here as one Western
Australian and ficht my way out of the
difficulties. We can do that. And with
o country like thig, with the potentialities
this country possesses und the advan.
tages we nave and the attractions we can
ofter to people, it is not many years, not
many in a country like this, before our
population will tuke us out of the dithi-
culty and we will be in a position to
retaliate if need Le; but I am not one to
speak vengeance. [ will do what T think
18 right, and what T expect from others is
fair play. Although there are difficultics
before us to-day, I am as certain of this
as ahyone can be, that the time will come
when justice must be doue to Western
Australia and I am sure we shall see it
done. T have been near the scene of
operatious lately, T have been close to the
difficulties, bave seen them and faced
them and buave talked with a good
many people in the Eastern States.
There iz certainly a ery of selfish-
ness at times, but on the whole one
caunot but admit that the people in
the Bastern States, with their larger
populations and tremendous interests
and great and growing power in regard
to commerce, huve a position which they
will try to hold, and if we were in the
same position, we would do the same
thing. It is our duty to rise as men
and do our besi, and pow that we
have entered into a compact to see
that we get justice by some other
course than ecrving out for secession.
In reference to the periods of commercial
depression which are said to exist in this
State and for which many remedies have
been suggested, I say that although com-
mercial depression is felt in many
directions, still it does not indicate that
the country is in o worse position thun it
was some years ago. 1t has lost some of
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its trade iu certain directions, but it is °

growing in others. As oue conversant
with the commercial life of this country
I assert that we have not far to look for
some of the causes of depression. We
hiave a population smaller in comparison
with the Eastern States, und a trading
commuaity larger in proportion than
that in any other part of Australia.
Those people are endeavouring to do
trade here, but the population is swall
and their large warehouses are full of
goods they ure trying to sell.  There is
depression in certain directions upparently
hecause the business is not so good:
but after all, taking the general develop-
ment of the country, we can point with
pride to the picture placed before us of
our progress in regard to the agricul-
tural, pastoral, and wining industries
and say that although there may be
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session ; but members had an opportunity
of hearing the iaformation placed before
them in regard to the capabilities of this
country, and saw the map indicating the
line of route. They had information as to
what the future of these lines will be ; and
I say the building of those lines is most
desirable, notwithstanding all the criti-
sism which has been levelled against themn
and more particularly agninst that line of
ratlway which is being built from Katan-
ning to the west vie Kojouup and then
onwards, I take it, to connect with the
South-Western line. This line was dis-
paraged by those who do oot know the
eapabilities of the country and who yet
uttered chose words, condemuing as they
did the men who have a reputation at
stake, and who risked that reputation in

. placing before members of this House

depression in some directions, there is |

not sufficient to be serious about. Wg
bave recently found in our mineral belts
of country another territory, I take it, in
onr Ravensthorpe discoveries. We have
there an immense copper field together
with gold and with rescurces in agri-

enlture which will help to build up o |
© suid that we intended carrying out a

community that must become a most
important centre in this country.
is unother instance of our great capabili-
ties, and therefore T say that withall thix
before us, with the great evidence of
the wealth that exists there, we should
not for one moment be depressed with
regard to our position.
and doing, Let us try to wake things
move and help in every direction to
increase the cutput of our mines and to
foster our own industries. I can see
that if we do that and work manfully we
shall in the future obtain equal suecess
with the Eastern States in those directions.
In regard to the question touched upon
to-night by the member for Subiaco in
counection with the public works poliey, I
will now deal with the subject, and 1
want to say here that 1 am in accord
with the hon. member's proposal in
relation to that board of advice. I am
satisfied that we can obtain information
which will be useful, and I would like to
say on this occasion—although I helieve
there will be an opportunity later on —in
relation to these railways which have
been so much talked of, there is no doubt
they were broughbt down tvo late in the

That -

fucts  which will be fully justified
when they have an opportunity of
sceing the character of the country

and the prospects which must follow in
the wake of a railway suchusthis. What
do they do in Awmerica? They build such
lines out into the vountry to effect settle-
ment and to open 1he conntry up. When
this subject was under discussion it was

vigurous immigration policy, that we
intended opening up w new part of
Western Australia, & part aupon which
we could place these immigrants; wnd I

- say that to.day fruit is being borne fromn
. the results of the decision of that thne.

Let us bhe up

I have to-day had an opportuuity of
talking with u gentleman who has been
in that neighbourhood, and he tells me
he has decided to recommend that there

i shall be formed a colony of 100 people

who will go on that land as soou as
arrangements cau be made. It is there
we find a new settlement springing up.
Knowing the country as I do, and satis-
fied with it as I wm, T assert that we
shall ses splendid results following the
settlement, which must come, inducgd by
the construction of such a line of railway.
I say fearlessly that if people condemn
the wen who urged this line forward, the
men who have endeavoured to build this
country up, who have done as much us
any people have ever done on the mining
fields to make it prosperous, who have
staked their whole existence and their
means, and have worked all their lives in
such work, in such a couotry, they will
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vet regret baving disputed the facts those
wen placed before them, and baving
questioned their bonesty. The building
of these lines is to wean immense wealth
to this country; and I have been pleased
to bear remarks in relation to another
part of the country not affected by
this railway, that South-Western corner
which is going to carry the greatest popu-
lation in Awvstralia, with its unequalled
climate and its unequalled advantages
geographically, with its splendid wool
and its wmagnificent timber, with that
wealth which will he the envy of the
whole of Australiaz. I have been con-
vinged by the remarks made and from my
own knowledge that the portion of the
country I refer to is capable of great
development, and 25 acves or 30 acres
will be sufficient for the maintenance of
a4 man and his family. Admitiedly it
will take time to bring about those results.
but they will be achieved. Then why
should we who are fearless of the future
cavil over the expeuditure of a sum of
money which, as I have said before, ]
have expended myself in the development
of a part of this country, and for which
to-day T am carrving bigger burdens than
perhaps many men know exist on the
shoulders of some who are trying to do
their best for the country ? With that
before us, why should this country, with
its 17 willions of public debt, with its
capabilities, complain or call out because
of a paltry expenditure of some £30,000
in the direction of opening up the
country ?

Me. Jorwson: Who has complained 7

Mz. PIESSE: Tt has been complained
of. TIam uot speaking of the Opposition
side of the House.

Mr, Warker: You bumped the book.

Mer. PIESSE: 1 have to bnmp the
book. [ have been bumping the land
long enough, and I am going to bump it
still further. That country will be a
source of wealth tous. A few weeks ago
I sailed from Fremantle, and whilst pass-
ing along those shores a picture came to
me of the future. I may not live to see
it, but in the future we shall have ports
all along that cost, and we shall see it
intersected with railways.
an enormous population upon it, and we
ghall see the great wealth that will come
to build up Western Australia, and place
us in that position which will make this

[25 Ocrorer, 1906.]

‘We shall see .
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land the envy of those Btates that
to-day do not recognise our standard
and our importance. I am not going
to detain the House very much longer,
but I wish to say this. I recog-
nise in regard to these Estimates which
have been placed before us that there is
great necessity for economy in expendi-
ture. We have heard it said that this
has been preached for 16 years in this
House. It is preached every day, but
although we recognise the necessity for
economy, still at Lthe same time we must
not be parsimonious. We must vise to
the respousibilities cast upon us and do
our hest for the development of our in-
dustries. 1 could weenpy much time in
criticising the individual Estimates and
showing-that here there is an increase of
£10 and there £50, and £30 has been
dropped there, and something else hus
been done somewhere else. T could do
that equally as well perhaps us some
other members who have dong¢ it; buf we
have to look at the matter from the
larger standpoint. Criticisms are good,
as I bave already said. They belp per-
haps to make men vautious, They do a
good deal, vet at the same time we can
go too far even in that direction, and we
can, as it were, strain at a gnat und
swallow o camel. I wish to mention in
regard to these economies, that T think
the Government have goue too far in one
or two directions. The one T particularly
want to wention is the roads vote. T
have been expatiating on the benefits
derived from opening up the country,
speaking of its great resources, and tell-
g of the people who will be on the
land ; but we can speak also of the
vicigsitudes of the people on the land,
what they bave to suffer, the isolation in
which they are placed. and the great
drawbacks they have to figzht against;
and I lock at the reduction of that vote
with great dismay and disappointwent. T
have always fought for that roads board
vote, and my first speech in this House,
mude in 1890, referred to the building of
roads. I said then that I looked upon
roads as of equal importance to railways.
The railways are faclors in the opening
up of the country, but without the roads
we cannob get the feeders; that is, the
product is not brought to the line with
that economy which is so necessary to
make farmimg and pastoral pursuits or

-
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anything clse pay.
distriets, but vther distriets as well where
roads are 80 necessary, thisapplies. Iam
sure that when the Minister for Works

. speaks he wiil explain the reason why
this vote bas been reduced. At the same
time, he canwot quite explain away the
reason for its bemg reduced by sucha
large sum, whilst the municipal vote is
only reduced by a small sum.  Although
we feel that much is being done by the
opening up of the country by railways,
after all it is inportant that our arteries,
our roads, should be provided for the
people, and so much that can be done
with a little money as cowmpared with
a large expenditure is very much
appreciated. I have talked this matter
over with the Miunister for Works, and I
agree with him in regard to taxation in
districts which on account of having
been so long settled are able to bear the
extra burden cast npon them, without its
militating agaiust the success of the
people. I am with him so far as those
districts are cooncerned, and T have
advocated that, where I considered it
necessary ; but there are some instunces
where such a course should not Dbe
resorted to, and especially when we have
passed a Land Tax Bill and a Land Bill
whereby an extra burden will be imposed.
Before urging people in a measure to
bear an increase of taxation in the
direction adopted, we should lvok into
the matter from every standpoint.
are going fo insist upon a fax on
the capitai value or the remal valoe.
and the tax on the capital value can
be 14d. in the pound, and if the roads
board can impose a rate of 2d. or 27d.,
lnowing what these people have to face
in those outlying districts and new dis-
tricts the Government will, I am sure,
see the justice of meeting the case in a
liberal way. I feel that u wmistake has
been made in cutting down this roads
board vofe to the sum which appears
on the Estimates to-day. On look-
ing through them T see there arce
specific items for specific works, but
the Government have placed an amount
on the Estimates which is smaller
than any which has appeared on them
within the last four or five years.
Tam sure setilers have heen in some
vespects liberally treated. In the newer
districts certain assistance bas been given.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Not only ip farming ' At the same lime, the reduclions in the

grants are regarded with some dismuy,
and have been a source of discourage-
ment, being considered a backward step.
In regard to our industries, I say we
should help them by every possibie
meuns.  We have greatly assisted ouy
mining industry, and reference has been
made to.night o the recent reduction in
the railway freights on exported timber.

. The member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish)

has said such a reduction shounld be made
veneral; and none would be Dbetter
pleused than I to see it made general,
knowing how badly sawn timber is needed
in seme coun’ry districts.  Yet after all

' the practice followed is customury 1o all

If we -

the States ; and though we were assured
some time ago, after the railway confer-
ence in Svdney at which our Commis-
sioner of Railways was present, that the
rallway rates would be made uniform
throughout Australia, I have in my hand
conclusive evidence that the arrangement
has not been adhered to. Our Commis-
sioner, T am sure in good faith, has
carried ont that compact. But though I
brought under his notice the fact that
other States have broken the compact
and that our agricultural industry bas suf-
fured in ¢consequence, und though I have
strongly represented the matter to the
Govermment, the Comumissioner remains
obdurate. Why? Because he said he
felt be must carry out the compact
eutered into. What has happened T 1
bought s many as possible of the railway
rate books of the Bastern States, but this
newspaper cutting, published in the
Melbourne press on the morning of my
departure from that city, is better evi-
dence than all the rate books. Tt is as
follows : —

The Victorian Railway Commissioners have
received such a shock by the publication
of the reduced railway freights recently
scheduled by the New South Wales Railway
Commssioners that it is really likely that
they will be induced to do something by way of
protest, if not of actuald reprisal. Their astonish-
ment at such extraordinary action arises not
only from the unpleasant comparison the new
rates afford, as compared with the high rates of
Victoria, but they cannot understand why
such important executive action should he
taken on the very eve of the retirement ot the
present New South Wales Comunissioners.
Advertisements are now appearing in news-
papers throughout the world enticing rail-
way experts to come and take charge of
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the New South Wales railways at a salary of
£3,000 per annum; yet while the present
heads of the department are © weorking their
notice,” they commit the most vital act of
their entire official existence, However, those
are considerations that do not concern the
Victorian prodacer. Al he has to contemplate
is the pregnant fact that the new rates will
enable his New South Wales rival for the
world’s trade to considerably undersell him in
the Sydney market, while business that shonld
and does naturally flow te Melbourne from
the Rivering will inevitably be transferred to
the capital of the mother State. In a recent
article we showed the following differences in
the then rates by distance to Sydney and
Melbourne,

I will not read all the figures, but will
select a few. The New South Wales
charge for 155 miles carriage to Syduer
is 10s. 2d., and for the same distance to
Melbourne, 11s. 8d.; for 362 miles to
Sydney 13s. 44d., to Melbourne 16s. 4d.;
for 461 miles to Sydney 1d4s., to Mel-
bourne 18s. The article continnes—
The advantage the New South Wales
farmer derived under the old rates as com.

pared with what the Victorian farmer has to
pay is sufficiently obvious.

Some of the reductions ure as follow:
For 100 wmiles, from Bs. 4d. to 7s. 6d. a
tou; for 500 miles, from 14s. 2d. to 12s.
w ton. The writer proceeds :—

Competition will not stand this. The revised
schedule of New South Wales is undoubtedly
u deregation of trade, and therefore against
the Federal Constitution. The Victorian
Commissioners, it is said, propose to take
immediate action to protest against the fing-
rant violation of an agreement entered into
twelve moaths ago. Let us hope that action
will be in the direction of bringing the railway
rates of the Ltwo States into absolute line.

Mg, Baru: There is wvothing against
that in the compact.

Hox, F. H. PIESSE: But we were
told the reason why our railway rates
were recently raised was that we should
not carry our local products on our
railways at a rate which would unduly
compete against products imported from
the Eastern States.

Mr. Bata: That is not the present
point.  You cannot impose a lower rate
for local products than you impose for
imported products; but there is nothing
to preveat your reducing the freights on
tocal products carried to your own port.

Hox. F. H. PIESSE: T agree with
the hon. member; and if I am right 7
shall ask for that assistance to be given

{25 Octoner, 1906.)]
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to eertain of our local products, which we
sball soon be shipping out of this country.
I say our products should have the same
facilities for carriage 1o the port of ship-
ment as are given i the East to the local
products of our sister States.

Mgr. Tavror: There is nothing to stop
it.

Hon, F. H PIESSE: Ther let us
carry it out. I read this extract to dis-
prove the fallncy which many people
entertain in respect of the reduction of
the freights on exported timber.

Mux. Bate: Thereis nothing to prevent
the Btate from charging lower railway
rates than are churged by unother State,
50 long as there is no discrimination in
favour of local products as against im-
ported products.

How. F. H. PIESSE: With that
agree; but here is an instance when one
State reduced rates on its own products
when carried to its own port, and another
Stute complained of that as a violation of
the Federal Constitution. If it is not,
then why should we conform to a similar
restriction imposed upon us?

Mr. HoLyar : Who was the writer of
the letter vou read ?

Hox. F. H. PIESSE : It is an article
headed * Cutting Railway Rates—the
New South Wales Reductions,” and [
mentioned it to show what is beiog done
in the Baslern States, and to show how
necessary it is for us to conserve the
interests of this country ; for after all it
is not altogether a question of profit to
the producer, it is & question of a lower
price to the consumer, and of the export-
ing industries of this conntry being uble
to compete with similar industries of
other States. When we consider that
we can to-day bring to this country
from the Eastern States one ton of pro-
duce landed, all charges included, for
125. 64, to 13, according to the natare
of the produce, and that to bring one ton
of produce from certain of our country
districts to Perth and Fremantle costs
18s. or 19s., we can see the disadvantage
under which cur producers labour, and
how necessary it is to take some steps
similar to those taken in Wew South
Wales, though our doing so may be con-
sidered a contravention of the conditions
imposed by the Federal Constitution,
Though the hon. member (Mr. Bath) bas

, rightly stated the provisions of the Con-
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stitution, we can nevertheless assist our
local producer in this way. Suppose him
situated at a point a certain distance
from the goldfields line along which im-
poried produets travel from Fremantle,
we can give him a reduced rate to the
goldfields line; we can give him to the
point of junction the conditions of the
zoue system, so long as between the
point of junction and the goldfields his
goods and the imported goods are
charged the same rate. Thus we are not
differentinting unduly against the im-.
ported article, though our producer will
be able to get bis goods to market at a
price which will enable him to compete,
thus opening a part of the country which
will otherwise lie dormant.

Mr. Baru: But vou will have to go to
the taxpapers for the money.

Hown. F. H. PIESSE: No; for the
reason that the settler who is thaos
assisted will pay the ordinary rates on all
other produce, and will himself become a
taxpayer. He will open wup country
praciically worthless uuder present con-
ditions, and will increase our uatural
wealth by creating u new agricultural or
pastoral centre. By encouraging the dis-
tant settler we shall only follow the
recognised rule in other parts of the world,
provided the assistance is not unreason-
able. TIn other parts of the world goods
are frequently carried long distances at
low rates to encourage the distant man,
and similar consideration should be ex-
tended bhere to setilers who are developing
our industries remote from centres of
population. The rebate on exported tim-
ber is fully justified, because it cnables
us to send timber out of the country to
compete ugainst the timbers of other
countries; and by this slight concession
we afford employment to a large number
of people in our own country, and build
up an industry which will be of benefit to
the State. At the same time, we must
consider the question of providing that
cheap timber to people living in distant
parts of our own State; but the need for
that is not so urgent as the need for
fostering an export. trade. T bave prac-
tically concluded wmy remarks, but 1
should like to say with regard to the task
the Treasurer has undertalien that I
sympathise with any Treasurer and any
Government, and shall give them all

[ASSEMBLY.)
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. their duty to the country.
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possible assistance to make their task as
light as possible.

Me. Jorxson: You do not agree with
the policy of loan expenditure on unpro-
ductive works?

Hox. F. H. PIESSE: Yes; provide:l
they can be justified in the iuterests of
the country. We must recognise after
all that theugh we way criticise and
find fault with the Administration, men
who come after us will doubtless do
better worlk than we, and men who have
gone bLefore us have done better; Lut
show wme any man who is faultless and
free from blame. I speak with know.
ledge when T say that men who have
occupied importunt Cabinet positions
konow the responsibility cast on the
shoulders of Ministers; aund knowing
each of the Cabinets which have pre-
ceded that now in office, and knowing
the men who have composed preceding
Cabinets, I believe that, irrespective of
party or circumstances, they tried honestly
to do their hest for the country. They
had differences of opinion and differ-
ent methods of working; but T feel that
in every instance they have done their
utmost, There is now, however, one
great drawback, a drawback from which
the Forrest Government did not suffer,
Since that Grovernment relinquished office
there have been so many chauges that no
Cabinet has so far had what is popularly
termed a fair show. No sooner did a
Cabinet make a start than there was o
change. We have all been striving for
Responsible Government. I feel that the
salvation of this country to-day would be
stable Government. Unless we have an
assurance that the Government will be
able to carry ou, and can be given some
reasonable span of life, we ghall find the
same troubles arising from time to time
that have arisen within the past six years.

Mze. Warker: Willyou give this Gov-
vernment a span of life ¥

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: Yes; we must
do the best we can in the circumstunces.
I do not wish to be misunderstood.
[MemBeEr: Do not qualify.] When I
say “in the circomstances,” I mean that
while there are men in that Cabinet
to-day desirous of doing their duty to the
country and capable of doing it, there
are man following them who are egually
capable and equally desirous of doing
While, as 1
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said before, there are differences of
opinion, at the same time it is necessary
that we should do our best for the
country. What I did wish to say, and
perhaps did not say, was that this unfair
eriticism and fuult-finding, this desire to
tarn the Government out, and all that
sort of thing, is derogatory to the best
interests of the State; but I say without
feur, as T have explessed it in the House
before, that tbere are matters brought
forward by the Government with which
[ do not agree, of which I have expressed
my disapproval, and against which I have
voted. I disagreed with the land tax

because I consider this an inopportune -

time to bring it in. T am a supporter of

the Government which hrought it in, in .

their main policy, but I take it that I
have the right to disagree with them in
this specific policy in regard to a land
tax; and so I did disagree, and I still
disagree with them upon if, because I
contend it is a most inopportune time to
bring it in, and that it 18 a most inju.
dicious step and one which will bring in
its train much trouble. Nevertheless I
am ready to help the Government. I
have every confidence in the Cabinet in
their efforts and desire to do good, and T
am here to generally support the Govern-
ment, but also to raise my voice if I see
fit in the interests of the country against
the Government, and this T shall do when-
ever 1 consider it necessary. That I am
not strong enough to-day, that I have not
sufficient fellowing to successfully deal
with the Governmenton their land taxation
policy, has been proved by the support
given to me and others on this side as
opponents of the land taxation Bills.
Members on the Opposition side of the
House stated that thev would be ready
to support the land taxation proposals of
the Government if we were not; but T
take it that my friends on the Govern-
ment bench are not ready to accept that
assurance from hon. members, because
they are ready to act for themselves, and
becanse they have sufficient strength
behind them to carry out their policy in
this direction, irrespective of the discon-
tents and men who expressed dis-
approval. [Opposition dissent.] So I
say that in the circumstances we have to
accept what is placed before us now. The
member for Guildford referred to the
duy-labour system on public works, and

[25 Ocroser, 1906.]
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T desire to say straight out that although
there has been so much credit taken for
the initiation of such a system by the
Labour Government, followed up by the
present Government, yet after all I ihink
the Forrest Government were the first to
introduce the system in connection with
the harbour works at Fremantle, and in
connection with the reservoir works at
Mundaring. I wish to gualify that, T
am entirely in accord with the build-
ing by contract of great public works
which can be safely and securely guurded
or protected in certain directions by con-
ditions; but I say thatsuch works as the
Fremantle harbour works and the Mun-
daring Weir, and others which may be
placed in the same category, can be
eqnally well carried out under the day-
labonr system, with proper adwministra-
tion and proper conirol, as they can by
contract; and that has been proved,
because 1 think the work has cost no
more than it would have cost by contract.
T think the hon. member, thongh he is
such a strong advocate of the day-labour
system, will agree with me that there is
areater difficulty in the supervision of
dayv-labour work than there is in the

supervision of contract work, because

nore machinery for supervision has to
be provided, and because we must place
at the hend men who are unimpeachable
and who will treat fairly as man to
man, Sometimes there is difficulty in
tinding such men. However, when we
get them we can mmake a success of the
system, Before I sit down I should like
to say that we are at a stage in our his-
tory when we require every care and
judgment to be exercised. No Govern-
ment will be perfect. Some have had
greater advantages and opportunities
such as the present Government do not
enjoy. Atthe same time, I am certain
there are to-day, on this side of the
House backing up the Governmeut, men
who will stick to them, and I am sure
the Government will do their best in the
intevests of the State. I am sorry the
Minister for Works was net prvsz.nl;when
I spoke on the rvads board question, for
I am sure there is no one more earnest in
trying to do juslice to the roads boards;
but I am sorrv to see the roads board
vote cut down so much. The Minister
will be able to explain. T am sure he is

. trring to do justice, and when he comes
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to know the country better he will see
how necessary it is to foster the roads
boards in the agricultural districts in the
matter of constructing roads. 1 know he
bas a scheme in that direction, and [
shall not eriticise it uusil we have bad
experience of it, and until we kunow the
results that will follow the experiment.
I hope for the best; I hope everything
will turn out satisfactorily; and I am
sure that with such a country as we have,
with so many advantages, and with so
much in our favour, it is the duty of both
sides of the House, irrespective of party,
to help in every way possible. If members
are to criticise, let them crisicise fairly.
There may be jocular allusions some-
times, but encouragement does a great
deal of good, and we have had examples
lately of how our civil servants have
suffered from criticisms and from charges
that were wnade against them, which
break the hearts of good men, and which
have taken to the grave many a man who
would have given years of service to the
State after gaining his experience——years
of beneficizl service.  We should temper
our remarks and do our best to help
others up by way of encouragement.

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna) : After
listening to the hon. mewber, 1 am not
sure whether he has delivered a funeral
oration, or whether he has been ringing
a wedding peal. The hon. member
has lectured the Committee with his
accustomed suavity, and has taken us all
under his wing. I will not laubour the
House aguin with the illustration of the
dejected rooster. T think the illustration
to-day is just the opposite: the member
for Katanning is the motherly hen. He
expects us all to go under his sheltering
wing. The hon. member is not quite
consistent. He has told us that had he
the power he would have Gefented the
CGovernment on the land tax. The oniy
thing that has held him in check is the
fact that the Government bad a sufficient

[ASSEMBLY.]

majority behind them to maintain their |

position in spite of him.
Meg. Batu: With the help of the
Opposition.
Mr. Ewing:
Opposition.
Mr. WALKER: No matter; that
does not affect the point. The point is
that if the hon. member vould have

Without the help of the
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sacked the Government on the land tax
lie would have; vet he tells us that it is
wtr duty to encourage the Government,
to keep them going, a perpetual Goverun-
ment; a lease of life to them he would
arant; he would do his best for them in
the circumstances. When I find the
hon. mewber so inconsistent as that, [
for one refuse to follow his advice; aud
tn spite of that verv doleful note he
sounded when he concluded his speech
about some hon. members being so over-
come by criticism that they have departed
this life

Hon. F. B. Piksse:
motre with officials.

Mrx. WALKER: The hon. member
ipplied it generally to criticism; he
almost quoted Scripture. 1 was wonder-
ing whether be was a farmer, a politician,
or & prelate, as he went along. Hemade
it clear that it was our duty not to
criticise, but to stop our criticism, to
let that all go; and yet when the hon.
jrentleman desired to criticise something,
the furniture in this Chamber was not
sufe; he was bumping, bumping every-
thlng within his reach and glaring at this
(Opposition) side of the House enongh
to wither the Iife out of every one of ua.
However, badinage aside, 1 for one refuse
to forfeit my right of dving my duty as

I was dealing

a member of the Opposition. It is our
duty to criticise to the utmost. [How. F.
H. Piesse: But be fair.] The hon.

mewmber  never heard me otberwise.
Uuder the circuomstances, his warning is
unnecessary and his adviee pureiv
gratuitous. I intend to do my duty, ard
I say frankly that if I had the power I
would turn the Government out to-
morrow, and I will show why. In the
first place the Government have not
been honest to their pledges. They have
tu every way played with the patience
wnd erednlity of the House. A promise
was made at the close of last session. I
know the predccessors of the present
Ministry made it, but the present
Ministry have assnmed that they are the
lineal descendants of the last Govern-
ment, and that the last Government’s
policy is practically their policy. If so,
then how do we stand? At the end of
lust session we were promised distinetly
that if we would swallow those railways,
which are going to make some corner
near Katanning the hub of this universe,
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f we would swallow these railways holus-
wlus  without questioning even the
haracler of the axle-grease, then they
vould meet this House early in May and
rive us the Estimates so scon after the
inancial year hud closed that it would
e almost simultanecusly with it. That
vas a distinct vuderstunding, as solemn
v pledge as was ever made by a Govern-
nent. When the House met we were
till promised that as speedily us possible,
vithin a month or so, early in August at
he latest, we should have the Financial
Statement and should know how the
ountry stood. Now here we are close
1pon Christmas again, and we have just
1ad the Financial Statemnent given to us,
Where is the truthfuluess of a Govern-
nent of that kind? I know that they
ave been met here and there with diffi-
wlties, but the fact still rematns that the
iwlemn pledge given to this House, on
vhich the Government got coucessions,
125 been broken; and moreover, we were
jold in the Fiouncial Statement preceding
;his that there should be no resort to
azation, that all that was necessary was
sconomy in administration. that there was
.0 be a long recess in order that there
night be this economy in adwministration,
‘hat the offices were to be got in order,
und that civil servants were to be culled
1ere and culled there and expense saved
vt this spot and at that spot. Wehad a
ong recess. What economies were
sffected P What has been done to save
noney to this country by means of
skilful administration? Not a fraction
1a8 been saved to the country. False
sledges! Playing with this House!
[bat is the way the Government have

weted. Then we were to have spirited
mterprise. Work was to be found for
:he people. We were to have progress.

Not only were these new spur railways to
ind work for the unemployed of the
:ountry, but in all vther directions help
was to be given to find work for the
seople.  'What work has been found for
he people? What has been dooe to
naugurate success, to make this country
nore prosperous ¥ True, as usualin such
ases the Treasurer tried to make it
wppear that he had done more than the
Labour Government had in the way of
naugurating public works or carrying on
yublic works. He madea stalement that
luring the year 1904-5 the Government

{25 Octoner, 1906.)
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let 255 contracts in the Public Works
Department amounting to  £37,000.
During the vear 1905-6, which bhas just
terminated, he said * 'We let 268 con-
tracts amounting to £222,000, and this
is not including the three light agricul-
tural railways 1o be construcied by the
department. The coustruction amounts
10 £34,440, so that during the year
1905.6 we put in hand and let contracts
lor a toral of works to the value of
£256,000 as against £97,000 during the
vear 1904-5”" 1 would like to know
what did the Treasurer mean by that, if
te did not mean this, that more money

- was spent on public works employing

labour in this State by his Government
than hud heen the case by the preceding
Labour Government. What could he
inean if he did mot mean that? The
words bear uo other possible construe-
tion. He said, to repeat again, ““So that
luring the year 1905-6 we put in hand
and let contracts for a total of works to
ihe value of £256,000 as against £37,000
[luring the year 1004.5." The member
[or Katanning talked about fair criticism,
Ts that fuir presentation of fact? Ts it
just to his predecessors ¥ Is it not
an absolute mislending of the country
which depends on these figures P Ts it not
Jone for the purpose of making the
people vutside believe there is no * mark-
time" Government, but thev are going
whead leiting out contracts, doing as
much more good for the country as

£256,000 meuns as compared with
£97,000¥ The Treasurer knew far

batter than I can tell him when making
up these figures, that the Lubour Govern-
ment spent mere on public works in one
vear during their term of office than the
present Goveroment have ever done.
Thut ts the point. They spent more
money on public works and in farthering
i poliey of public works than the present
(overnment bave done. They did not
lot new contracts, it istrue. Why?  Be-
vanse they found some inhund when they
took office, contracts in course of comn-
pletion.  They tovk over the responsi-
hility of the contracts let by their pre-
Jecessors, spent money on them, and to
the utmost of the funds available new
contracts in addition, us these figures
show, so that thev carried on the old
contracts and also let new contracts.
These contracts were partially completed,
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and entirely so when the present Govern-
ment came in ; and now with a little bit of
money compared with what in years gone
by has been spent on public works, they
are boasting of their wonderful liberality
to the country. They have done nothing
but works of necessity, exceptiog these
spur lines. They have done nothing to
open ont the country, There is not a
town or village of any estent throughout
the length and hreadth of this State but
where you will find men begging for
work, and no prospect, no sign of work
coming to them. And what is being done
to get these few paltry cootracts?
Ministers are stopping, as the mem-
ber for Katanning said, the grants to
municipalities; they are stopping the
grants to roads boards, and calling it
economy. What does it mean ? There
are wiles and wmiles of roads in
my electorate where it is absolutely
necessary that they should be kept
in good order or the mining indus-
try suffers; and say what the member
for Katanning will, his little favourite
corner in the South-West of this State
and its agricoltural development depend
on the success of the mining industry.
Tt is that whivh has made the State, and
now what are the Government doing ¥

Mr. Scappan : Esploiting it.

Me. WALKER: Exploiting it by
every means in their power, stopping the
means of making roads between mining
township and mining township. T know
of roads that were promnised and abso-
lutely pledged, but they do not appear on
the Estimates; they are wiped out.
But around Fremantle where the Minis-
ter for Works has a repufation to up-
hold because of the exaggerated inflation
of promises made by the Minister for
Worls and every member of the Govern-
ment at his election, there enormous
sums are to be spent on old roads that
ought by this time to be supported by
the municipalities through which they
run, taken over by the wmunicipalities,
and the Government are expending money
on them to an enormous extent. No
road where it is needed, as say between
Kanowna right up to Pingin, a promised
road, a road which the Minister for
Mines had surveyed a litile while ago:
not a penny on the Estimates for that.
But around Busselton they are making
roads right over the tops of the hills

[ASSEMBLY.]
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into the depths of the sea. [MEeMBER:
Who is the member for that district?]
The man who has the purse and can
spend the money, the Treasurer. A
system of corruption——what else can it be
called? How can we define itP A
rank wrong is done to the distant
munpicipalities who are fighting to make
this country habitable in the desert wilds,
They are cut down. The Minister
has often said. let them tax themselves,
let them raise from their own own resi-
dents rates in order to cunstruct these
roads—the high roads of Lhe Stute, whilst
hetween the townships that must be
traversed for the ordinary mining busi-
ness it is expected that sinall settlements
of miners will keep the highways. They
are the highways of the State where rail-
ways are not and traffic must be, and
there is nothing on the Estimates for
them. The wunicipalities thut have
exhausted themselves in keeping these
roads for ithe good of the whole coununtry
are to have their little allowances taken
from them. This, mark you, in the
name of economy, making hoth ends
meet in order to make it appear they are
wiping out the deficit. "We can all wipe
out deficits of that kind, if we pay
nothing as debts fall due. These roads
to some succeeding Government will cost
tenfold what they would cost now to put
in repair, getting themselves out of the
possibility, so to speak, of being brought
into good repair. They will cost immense
sums by-and-by. They must be attended
to, and the Govermment must attend to
them. They are uational matters. The
Government are penny-wise and a pound-
toolish, They are pawning to-morrow in
order to have a feast to-day. They have
no policy at all except that of drifg,
letting things swim on without regard to
ultimate consequences, so long as they
get through their terin of office. They

‘will hang on until membera, like the

wmember for Katanning, get thoroughly
sick of them; then they will die their
natura] death, ruining tbe country in the
meantime, altogether unscrupulous of
the way they doit. All is working, in
every possible instance, not for the people
of this State. They have pleuty of time
to consider those who are exploiting the
country, but for the people who are to
live in the State they have no time.
The Treasurer ouly to-night denied, now
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making a virtue of necessity, that he had
ever been very strongly against day
lubour and depurtmental work. .

TrE TrREASURER : T did not.

Mr. WALKER: The member was
challenged on that. He was accused of
having been in favour of contract work
in every instance as against depart-
mental work, and he suid ' Where is
Hunsard ? where can you prove it?"”
Well bere is Hansard for 1904,  During

economically, the best way was to let it
by contract.”

Mg, Tavror: Who suid that? |

Mzr. WALKER: The Treasurer.
“The best way was to let it by contract.
In the sate connection let him briefly
refer to the uction of the Minister 1
connection with the wharf at Fremantle.
It was understond that work would be
controlled by the officers of the depart-

[25 Ocroser, 1906.]
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bronght down was this. They were not
anite sure of their position ; they knew
there was a certain tinge of democracy
on both sides, nnd therefore they imagined
that il they brought in o land tax theyv
would compel this side of the House to
keep them in. T'hat was a dodge. Un-
doubtedly it was teving to appear demo-
eratic.  The Attorney General sneers at
what I am saving; but there is no man

. in this room, 1o man in this Committee,
the Estimates the member said, “If we °
wanted work done expeditiously and |

ment, and carried out departmentally, -

notwithstanding that the
finishing the contract had a clause in his
agrecment whereby he believed he had a
legal claim and was entitled under
schedule rates o carry out the work of
raising the wharf alse. What was the
reason for departing from the contract?
The Minister had never vet shown that
works carried out departmentally could
be carried out at less than the cost of
contract work.
proved to be the rule in this and in other
Stutes.””  There is the Hansard, strong
enough.  Ask for Hansard!

Tur TREASURER: Head more.

Mr. WALKER: Why vead move?
The member denied auything could be

contractor -

The verv veverse had

read, and here is Hansard. I cannot -

wuste more time in reading the member’s
speeches all night. T have one of my
own to deliver. Let us go u little
farther. T have suid that this Govern-
ment have obtained office and main-
tained their position under false pretences.
1 bave said that they c¢laimed, that
ig their immediate predecessors did, to
he able to do without taxation. The
Government come down afterwards with
tuxes of a pettifogging order, ueither
fish, flesh, nor fowl, and 1 venture to think
now that it was not for the purpose of
taising rovenue that the land tax was
bronght down, [ veanture now the opinion
that the sole reason the land tax was

more anxions to pose us a demoerat than
the Attorney General; and if we knew
the ins and outs of it T venture to say it
was not the Trewsurer who proposed this
iund tax.  He has been dead against it;
he has always fonght it bitterly, strongly,
L was almost going to say ferociously
and when the Minister for Works and
the Attorney General were able to dictate
terms us to the formwation of that
Ministry——

Mivister: Oh!

Mr. Scappay: The Attorney General
boasted of if.

Mr. WALKER: Not only he, but the
Minister for Warks also boasted of it.
The Minister for Works was trotting
avound with the police at his heels to
keep bim safe.

TrE MINISTER FOR WORES:
where I hoasted of it.

Mr. Troy: In the Corridor.

ThE Mixister For Worgs: It would
he guite up to the hon. member to men-
tion it, if it were said in the Corridor.

Mr. WALKER: I Lave heard it from
a dozen meinbers,

Tue Mrixrsrer ror Wonrgks: Clive us
some evidence, not hearsay.

Mr. WALKER: Does the hon. gentle-
man deny he ever said i6? does he deny
he Leasted ?

Trare Mixister For Wonrgs: I have
no recolleciion of haviug said anything
of the sort.

Mr. WALKER: And it is of this
stuff that Ministers are made—mem-
bers who rannot tecollect the most con-
spicuous thing thev have told nearly
every member on this side of the House!

Tae MixisTER FOor WoRks: Bring out
your evidence.

Mr. WALKER : If the hon. member
wants a select committee, I will move for
one, and I ‘would get it in these circum-
stances, too. It has evidently struck

Tell me
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right home to the heart of my bon.
friend.

Tae Minister For WORES : Give your
anthority.

Mr. WALKER : The Leader of the
Opposition has voluntecred to get it; he
15 a, witness.

Tue MinisTer For Works: Does the
Leader of the Opposition say I said it?

Mgr. Bare: I say the hon. member
was always talking about a third party.

TaE MINISTER FOR WORES: It i3 ab-
solutely false.

Mr. WALKER: It is not worth
arguing about. I know the Minister for
Works intends to follow me. I do not
intend to take an advantage; I am just
going to tell him, so that he can give a
clear statement as to the facts, that he
and the Attorney General, when they
went into the Cabinet, dictated terms,
that is they were to have a say in what
kind of programme the Government
were to bring in. And amongst other
things they sa1d, as a demoeratic promise,
that we should have a land tax. I do
nob know whether the Attorney General
also said we must have a Police Offences
Bill; bat the land tax and one or two
other measures were promised before
thev accepted office.

Tue MiInisTER ¥orR DMINES:
imugination is surprising, this time,

Mr. WALXER: I Liave no doubt the
hon. member thought he was dictuting
terms all the time; but the whole thing
was fixed up and arranged while he was
away up the country. It was settled
before he got the telegram: he came in
afterwards.

Mr. Scappax: It wus not a matter of
choice.

Mr. WALKER : Certain it is that the
Tand Bill was not suggested by the
Treasurer ; and if he had had his way it
would not have come into this Chamber.
I only mention this, and the excitement
on that {Government) side of the House
shows there is some foundation for it—I
am only mentioniuyg it to show clearly
that the Governmentare, if I may use the
term without Dbeing offensive, hypo-
critical.  The hon. member in charge of
the Bill which has passed this Chamber
did not believe in it; and it is in this
way that the couniry is humbogged. Tt
is in the way that the present Govern-
ment, by acquiescing in what they donot

Your
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believe, drowning their conscience in
particular matters, have become thor-
oughly unpopular in the country. And in
spite of this professed liberality and
democracy, they always help the fat
man, if T may use the term. Allusion
bas been made to-night to the conces-
sions which have been made to the Timber
Combine. Does it not strike one as
exceedingly inconsistent that the Govern-
ment should claim that they aim at
economy, that economy is un absolute
necessity, that we are faced with a
financial abyss, that we are making the
deficit larger as we' go along, that our
difficulties in finance must be keener as
the vears go on, and yet whilst that is
ha.ppemng, whilst we cannot give to the
municipalities their accustomed allow-
ance and cannot help the roads boards to
do absolutely necessary work for the
country, thev can make a ptesent. of
£16,000 to a Timber Combine? Is this
honest, igit fair ? Tt is ugainst all their
precedents, and against a.ll the sacred
promises and pledges of the Government,
Let us just see a moment. In 1904 a
Royal Commission was held with regard
to this industry; and amongst others
who were on that Commission was the
Premier himself. What did the Premier
say, if his sentimeuts are embodied in
the report? I am speaking of the first
report when he was o member of the
Commissien ; therefore I take it that
these are his words—his name is to them,
at all events—as much they are the
words of Mr. Harper or anyone else.
There the Premier said :

Your Commission is of opinien that in the
interests of the State it would be a wise poliey
to discourage any increase in the rate of
timber eutting till the consumption of scant-
ling is fairly apace with the export of the
larger sizes. State ncquiescenre—

And here is the warning—

in the destruction of good timber only
because the export trade demunds it, is a
crime ageinst coming generations; and any
attempts to inerease the export in the interest
of foreign companies, or with the ohject of
inducing more men to jein in timber webting
at the expense of posterity, need wise rosist-
ance.

It is not long since the Premier uave
his assent to this report which designates
this cutéing of timber for foreign export
s a crime against posterity, as a crime
nguinst the State.  Yet he und Lhe other
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members of the Government are the first
to uive the lie to this honest espression
of opinion, aud to lower the freights on
timher in favour of this company. What
excuse can they make? They say they
must tax the land; ther must tax even
the totalisator and the «hildren attending
schools.  They have made even that
paltry tax of a school fee. and yet they
are ible to make presents of this kind to
a timber company. And that it is done
tn favour of the fal man is certain,
because 1 asked a question in this House
only last week whether they knew that
the Timber Combine was using the con-
cesston that had been granted to it
in the way of reduced freights for the
purpose of eutting out and crushing the

gimatler wood-cutters ull along the Swan.

Mrz. Ewinva: They could not do it.

Mr. WALKER: Why?

Me. Ewing: They could not apply the
reduction in the railway freights to the
firewood trade.

Mr. WALKER : How apologetic these
men are for these rich companies. Sup-
posing I am earning & sum of money in
my export trade and have ulso a retail
trade, or a small trade there, and I got
£10,000 to bhelp me in this trade of
export, do you not think I caun hand a
little over to crush my rivals in this
smaller trade ¥ Tt is all one company ; it
is the company that gets it. The mere
fact that that there is a loss on one item
does not prevent its saving on another
phase of the business. It is all oue
trading concern, and it does not matter
whether the company is dealing in fire-
wood or exporting larger forms of timber,
it is the same thing; it is the one com-
pany that does it. The money comes out
of the company’s capital, and if the ¢om-
pany gefs o concession in one branch of
business it can push on another branch
of the business.

Mr. Gorpon: You are a concessionist.

Mr. WALKER : T did not catch the re-
mark of the hon. member. I wantto druw
attention to the fact that coincidently
with the reduction of freights and wharf-
age to thie company ithe company com-
weonces under-selling in its firewood
business on thatarea around the Canning.
And it is selling at such arale that T was
assured bva deputation which wuited upon
me that old firewood-cutters, men who had
heen years at work upon the business,
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would now have to give up their work,
not being able to stand against the
Combine because the Uombine 1s selling
at rates which would not pay these men.
That is to say, the Combine sells for less
than the actual work costs, tuking the
average wages. These woodcutters were
emplovingsome 600 0r 700 hands, and they
have Leen paving wages of eight to
nine shillings a day. In the fuce of the
rates at which the Combine is selling
firewood, they could not possibly pay
those wages and make anything at all out
of it ; in fact the vate of wages they were
paving came to more money than the
Combine was charging for firewood.

Mr. GorDnox: Are not the other Stutes
landing stuff cheaper bere than they can
make it for? -
yuestion,

Mr. Gorpow:
hroader view.

Me. WALKER: T unever allow the
lion. member to tell me what is a broad
view. He is incapable of making any
analysis or deduction.

Mz Gorpox: Why not answer ?

Mz WALKER: Do not bray here;
I do not want to be interrupted by these
inanities and asininities. Let me again
refer to the fact, and I intend to go
farther and show the facility with which
this company bas gained these conces-
sions from the Government. No sconer
does it get these concessions than it is
crushing out these small men and obtam-
ing & monopoly; and if it can afford to
sell its firewood at the rate it is selling
ut now, under-selling those who have been
i this work for vears, why need it talk
about lower wages for “the workers
up the country? The action taken
shows the company has money and 1o
spare, and can use it to run out rivals
and crush their opponents, as all trusts
have done. But the Govermmnent have
fallen right inte the hands of the trust,
As this subject has heen mentioned, and
it is an important part of the Ministerial
policy, let us go obe step farther in owr
wvestigation.  When the Arbitration
Court was sitting, members who have
studied the evidence will be aware that
Mr. Teesdale Smith contended that with-
out a reduction of wages the capital in-
vested by the company could not possibly
vield interest. He distinctly took the

ER: That is not the

It is; it is only a
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gronnd that the compuny had invested
money which was legitimate capital sunk
in the industry, and that for this capital
pound for pound was given; that, there-
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" McDowall Jarrah Company, Ltd,

tore, every pound put into the business -
represented a genuine substantial asset -

at the time, and that there was thus no
watering, in any sense whatever, of the
shares. The contention had been, and 1
submit the contention now is, and it 1s
provable, that the interest wanted by
this voracious Combine is interest upon
watered stock, not upon solid assets or
actual capital put into the business.

Mgr. Ewing: Can you tell us what is
the actual capical ?

Mr. WALKER: I am aboul to show
you that there is waier in the stock, any-
how ; and I wish to show that the country,
the court, and the Government have b-en
hoodwinked by Mr. Teesdale Smith.

evidence :—

Whe valued the assets of the company ?—T
did.

Do yon consider you received full valne in
the capitalisation P—When I valued the com-
pany and took it over, we got pound for
pound. Good commercial valng was received.

That is substantial,
value wus received.
tinues :—

good commercial
The evidence con-

Was any provision made for goodwill ?

That is often a fine opportunity for
“watering.”

Mr. Gorpox:
was " watered 77’

Me. WALKER: Yes.

M=z. Gorpon: Water will do barm to
ne man.

Mr. WALKER: Tt would not do vou
any harm, inside or out. The evidence
eontinues :—

Was any provision made for goodwill?—No.

T wish members to recollect that answer.

I have here a copy of a printed docu-
ment issued by Millars” Karri and Jarrah
Forests, Limited— Proposed reconstruc-
tion with enlarged capital for the purpose
of purchasing the asseis and businesses
of other West Australian Timber Com-
panies.” Tt gives a list of the compunies
which huve since been merged in the
Combine, namely the Jarrahdale Jarrah
TForests, Ltd., the M. €. Davies Karri and
Jarrah Company, Ltd., the Canning
Jarrah Timber Company, Ltd., the Gill-

Do you say the stock
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the
Jarrah Timber and Woodpaving Corpor-
ation, Ltd., the Jarrah Wood and Saw-
mill Company, Tid., the Tnperial Janah
Corporation, Ltd., and Millurs' Karri and
Jarrah Forests, Ltd. We have in the
evidence of Mr. Teesdale Smith,as manag-
ing director, a distinctand emphatic denial
that anything was paid for goodwill.
This i¢ what the statement issned by
Millars’ Company asserts :--

Forestates, including freeholds about 32,477
acres, and leaseholds 220964 acres, total
253,411 acres, together with business and
goodwill as fixed between the seven companies
and Millare” Company, £200,204.

Mz. Gorpow: This is a rchash of the
speech delivered by the moember for
Leonors (Mr. Lynch).

Mr. WALKER: Itis nothing of the
sort. The member for Leounora had not

The following is an extract from his : this information.

Mr. Gornon: Your speech is a rehash

-~ of lus.

Mr. WALKER: Is thisextraordinary
animal to be allowed to exhibit his pecu-
liarities at the expense of the Committee ?
He shounld never be allowed here without
a keeper. The documnent, continnes :—

For cestates, including freeholds, about
57,133 acres, concessions about 442 840 acres ;
leaseholds about 279,460 acres; total, 770,435
acres, together with business and good\n[l as
fixed between the seven companies and Millars'
company, £302,867.

- There can be no question whatever that

in his evidence Mr. Teesdale Smith mis-
led the court. This document proves
his statement that the goodwill was not
involved, to be a falsehood.

Mz. GorpoN: You are protectad when
you call it a falsehood.

Mr. WALKER: I shall ignore the
hon. member and let him rave. The best
means of curing a madinan is to let him
alone.

Mer. Gorpoxn: I have never had a
keeper, but you have.

Mr. WALKER: But there is more
than the fact that T have mentioned.
There are stutements which I think
ought to alarm any Government which
contemplates giving a coneession to a
eompany. I shall not take the evidence
of outsiders, or mere statements that are
floating ahout amongst the pubic; but T
shall again take the evidence of Mr.
Teesdale Smith himsell. What wre the
facts with regard to this company that is
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clamouring for concessions, that is asking
the men to reduce their wages in order
that the company may wmake a profit?
This is another exsract from My, Smith’s
evidence at the court: -

You haven large area in the vicinity of Pin-
jarrah ?—Yes; 19000 acres.

Have you any idea what rent has been paid ?
—£20 per square mile.

For how long Y—For three years.

Any timber cut ?—¥No.

Have you got 2 mill on it »—Yes.

It has never been worked *—No.

Observe: 13,000 acres, with a mill ou the
spot, and wot an axe has been heard in
the vicinity. The property is entirely
untouched, and the rent, according to
this, has been paid for three years.
evidence proceeds : —

What adrantage have you received P—As
soon as we know an arct is cut out we will be
extending up there, and we will have on that
20,000 acres eight years' cutting. We will
have to pay rent for the next 12 yearsand cut
it out during the Iast eight years., The
absolute advantnge in holding the areas is
that you have some chance of getting a
return for your wasting ag-et.

Observe again, there is 19,000 acres,
according ic his own statement, not
one tree cut or likely to be cut for
the next four vears, to be held for
the wext 12 vewrs, for what? For
the sake of a final advantage, the good
timber left untouched. And what does
it mean? ‘That this company is paying
£12,000 per year for the rents of its
properties. including of course the con-
cessions and leaseholds to which T have
referred.  TFor the concessions all the
rents paid amount to about £1,000; for
these leaseholds £11,000 per annum is
paid  These are the leascholds that are
not touched; these are the leaseholds
in respect of which rent ia to be paid for
the next 12 years; and when the gentle-
man was asked in court if the profits
represented when fihe properties were
taken over were shown in a balance-
sheet which allowed for all expenses, the
answer was “ Yes.” These leaseholds
are included in their expenses, and they
expect to rret from the workers enough to
pay £11,000 a vear for vears to come.
That is the position.

Mr. Gorpox: The company is trying
to get the timber for the workers.

“25 Oerunek, 1906.]
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Mr. WALKER: And it is making the
workers pay for it. We shall go on a
little farther : —

You have a large area at Balingup ?—Yes.

Any mill 7—Yes.

How long bave you been paying rent ?—
Three years, ever since the company started.
We have cut piles and sleepers there.

Are there any other people engaged in the
industry who are disposed to get possession of
the area for active operations ?

He means people who will employ the
present workers. Jr. Smith replies:—

If it was opened, I dare suy there would he

half a dozen people.
That is to say, if these leases were not
held by Millars, then aceording to Mr.
Tecsdale Smith’s statement half a dozen
people would make appleation for the
use of the leases, which could at once be
put to the service of the State. The
evidence proceeds :(—

You know the Kirrup penple were anxious
to get it*—Yes, because their own area was
cut ont. They had not the foresight to see
that they would want more cuntry when
their own lease was eut our, and they got a
}:o{_: tgf] people to agitate to have this land for-
eited.

This land which Millars’ company holds,
and is getting from the workers and the
Government the money to hold, has
already been the subject of an agitation
by people who want it declared for-
feited ; and Mr. Smith natorally thonght :

It was a scandalous picce of work, in my
opinion. As you cut out you are allowed to
drop the lease. We take up suflicieni area to
warrant us in erecting plant and so on, and as
you cutb out a square mile so you can drop it.

Is there any cutting on the area at Quin-
dalap ?—ILt is held ander special license.  We
pay a small annunal rental.

This block at Jarrah Woods >—They are
in the snwe category us the others. Weare
nut working any lease except in one particular
spot which would be coverud by an area, say,
hetween here and the Post Office and the
Gardens. That is about what we operate
every day. All the area outside thut is abso-
lutely idle.

I do not mean per day, but per 12 months?
—7Yon go =tep by step, and as you extend the
lines you extend the area on which you
operate.

How long have you been paying rent on
these luases at Mornington >—For threc years.

Millars were paying venthefore that ?—Yes;
ever since they toek them up.

How long ago ?—I cannot tell from menmory.

Eight or ten years?—About fire or six
years,

They have not cut any timber P—No; I do
not think they could.
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So long as you are paying rent P—If we were |
not paying rent and if we wanted to get at
the Government or anyhbody else we weuld
drop them. They ave perfectly safe as far as
operations are concerned. We do business in
a fair and legitimate way, and we took up an
area sufficiently large to eut out the amount
of money we intended to expend in the forw
of capital expenditure, and we haveaccordingly
held these leases ever since and paid the rent.
There is a phenomenon, that the company
is at the present time paying for these
leages £11,000 a year for the purpose of
shepherding them—it has no other use
for them—and that it is to pay for thar
shepherding that it comes to the Gov-
ernment to ask them to reduce freights,
and that the Govermment are reducing
freights for them to the extent of about
£12,000 a year. The company pays
£11,000 a vear to shepherd these leases in
order to keep everybody else from them,
so that it can held for years to come.
because these leases are of no value to it
now; and it is for that it 1s asking the
Arbitration Courl to lower the wages of
the men and asking the Government to
yield.

Tee CHAIRMAN : 1 do not see what
this has to do with the Budpet.

Mg. Gorpoxn: No: it does not ask
for that. It asks for the freights to be
the same as in the other States.

Me. WALKER: It hus to de with
the Budget in this way. Have the Gov.
ernment acted judiciously, wisely, or upon
sufficient information in lowering thesc
freights, in making this concession?
Was it not the duty of the Government
to get the information I am supplying for
them to-night ?

Tak MivisTeErR Fok MinEs: You might
mention thata motion was fully disenssed
in the House.

Me. WALKER : Tcare nothow it was
discussed. I an submitting that these
are new facts, and am drawing attention
to what should be in the cognizance of
the Government. TIf the Government
were aware of these facts, if they were
aware that the concession granted by
them to this company was simply being
used to shepherd lewses which were
not being utilised and which are not
likely to be utilised for some
vears to come, they are open to the accu-
sation of playing into the bands of the
fat man ; they are not a Government for
the country, they are not governing for

[ASSEMBLY.]
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the interests of the worker, but they are
governtig against the worker, in the
interests of this Combine. 1t is not
only that these companies were paid for
goodwill, it is not alone in that feature
that the Government have neglected to

. obtaip information, but this particular

company which has had concession after
concession from this country has obtained
all Lthe advantage of geographical situa-
fion. When Mr. Teesdale Smith was
interviewed with regard to a deputation
aud a certain letter which appeared in
the public Press, he said :—

If Miilars had been situated up to the 50-
wile limit recommended by the hoard, we
would, of c¢ourse, be quite satisfied. Ilrre, by
the way, let me remark that My, Ellerton
Hrown, auother timber dealer, in his statement
published on Wednesday, together with the
public gencrally, lost sight of the fact that
Millars Bros. have paid tens of thousands of
pounds for the privilege of getting the geo-
uraphical position they hold.

Where is the asset represented in geo-
graphical position ?

Mr. Barserr : Have thev paid that
woney to the Government ?

Mr, WALKER: o whom have they
puid these tens of thousunds of pounds—
[Mr. Gorvon : Yearly rental]—for geo-
graphical position ¥ Who has received
this money ? is this not an absolutely
fat denial of the statement that there is
no ‘watering,” that no money was
spent except that for which there were
visible assets ? What vistble asset is
there in  this? It spent tens of

* thousands of pounds, and then to get an

advantage over other citizens of this
State, over other timber-cutters and tim-
ber companies, it comes to the Govern-
ment and asks for concessions, and the
Government, grant them, while the Com-
bine is shepherding lands nearer the
coast which would mnot vequire these
reductions of freight, and leaving themn
idle, keeping others off them, purely
shepherding them.

Mzx. Gorvow : Are mining leases ever
shepherded ?

Mr. WALKER: T want these facts to
be insisted on—I know they are weari-
some indeed ito the Committee; but
while this compuny, with its advantayges,
has spent fhese thousands on goodwill
and these thousands on the companies
merged into it, while 1t has watered its
stock and spent these thousands in getting
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geographical position, and while it is
spending this £11,000a year to shepherd
leases, at the same time cutting out and
ernshing the competition of swaller men,
while it can do all this it still vields
£90,000 a year. But it does not dure, ]
submit again, to disclose its real assets to
the country; aud that being sv, it is
time we protested against a complacent
Government that goes dead against the
expressed und avowed opinions of the
Premier.  When Mr. Teesdale Smith
was asked in the Arbitration Court to

(25 Ocroeex, 19086.]
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pleading for a living wage against this
company that has obtained these con-
cessions, aud which the Government have
assisied. The men are pleading there,
for what? Simply for a living wage,

* gimply that they may get bread-and-

produce the trading account, what did he -

say ¥ The president asked for it. This
18 what the report of the proceedings
Says:—

Mr. Justice Parker: I must confess [should |

very wuch like to see it.—XMr. Vincent: I
think that cven so far Mr. Smith has given
too much information as regards the working
of this company. I do not think that it is
just that companies or employers should be
required to expose the whole of their business
deulings in this court I think it is an in-
justice to ask them to do it.
That is how it was stopped, because Mr.
Smith distinctly stated bis objection to
producing this trading account. In
every ramification of this country we see
this kind of thing, this concealment, this
kind of disguising the real facts. May
I just show perhups——

Tre CHATRMAN: I hardly see what
this company has to do with the Budget.

Mr. WALKER: We have the loss of
these railway rates. We have to meet a
deficit that will be caused by this amount
of money. I am showing that the
Government have acted not only indis-
creetly, but absurdly, foolishly to a high
degree, and incousistently with their past
pledges and past promises, and that thev
now have no consistency whatever in
making a reduction purely on timber to
be exported, while leaving firewood which

comes to Perth to pay the full freight-

age. There i3 no coosistency whatever
but a great injustice done by that course,
by the singling out of special companies
for special favonrs.

Tue CHAIRMAN: That matter has
been discnssed earlier in the session.

Mr. WALKER: If it has been dis-
cussed a million times, it is apropes when
the finauces are under discussion. Tt is
o matter that has been raised within the
last few weeks. At the present moment
the men are before the Arbitration Court,

butter, that they may get their 7s. or Ba.
a day. That is the position, and T am
showing that the Government bave no
apparent sympathy for the men, other-
wise they would cancel these unworked
leases and let other timber-getters go
on them. I question whether it is not a
natter for the Attorney General. T be-
lieve the liw states that the timber leases
shall only be beld to a certain extent;
that is to say, only certain acreages shall
be allowed to ome holder. When these
differont companies merged into one,
most of them beld the allotted quantity;
but now one company holds the lot, and
is keeping the most extensive unused,
untouched, shepherded at the expense of
£11,000 a year; and the workers now in
the Arbitration Court are to make it up
to the company in order ihat it may con-
tinue this shepherding. 1 question
whether the law wmay not step in and
split up this company, and compel it
to use these large leaseholds which
are left unused at the present time.
That is a natenal point as touching
revenue, but I will not labour it farther
this evening. We will perbaps have
another opportunity of discussing it.
What I want to do is to show the
Government that instead of helping the
country and developing the country by
their policy, they are deunuding the
country of its nssets; helping the country
to become poorer by their narrow policy,
depriving hundreds of men of work by
virtue of stunting the grants which
hitherto were wade to rouds boards and
municipalities. ‘While doing that, all
the time thev are trying to upbraid the
Labour party for their policy in the pust
and for their professions us to the future.
Particularly at this juncfure are they
always prating against what they call
socialistic legislation. T want to draw
attention to the fact that the party re-
presented ou this (Opposition) side has
had exemplified for it the advantages of
the policy that is proposed, in the
Government of Tndia. Mr. John Morley,
speaking in the House of Commons on
the Indian Budget, drew attention to the
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faet that iu India all the lands are owned
by the State. There is no such thing as
alienation of lands which this Govern-
ment is proposing on o wholesale
principle. The Opposition took up the
position against alienation and upholding
the leaschold system. We woere prated
to us being visionaries and fanabics.
What is the result in India at the present
time. Mr. Morley said :—

Still the most important tributary of the
stream so copiousty fed from so many afluents
is the State railways. I make a prescnt of
that fact to my socialistic friends below the
gangway opposite. {Labour ¢heers and
langhter.) [n lIndia the State undertakes
not only railways, but other gigantic opera-
tions for the direct developwent of the
economic resources of the country. It con-
structs railways and canels; it conducts
icrigation operations; it conserves forests.
The net revenue, under the three heads of
reilways, canals, and forests, five years ago
was only £2,750,000. What is it to-day?¥
£5,000,000. Therefore, there is a lnrge net
inrcrease from these socialistic operations.
(Labour cheers.) The Indian railway system
is really worth thinking about for a moment.
It is nearly 30,000 miles in extent, and is
growing at the rats of 1,000 miles a year. In
the United Kingdowm the railway system is
22,634 miles in extent, in Russia it is 40,500
miles, and in the United States 212,000 miles.
Of course we must also look to the areas of
the countries concerned. 'The area of India is
on¢ million square miles, the area of Russia is
8} million squate miles, and the aren of the
United States is 3§ million square miles.
These are striking figures.  But let me quote
a few more figures about passengers and
merchandise.  In 18905 there were 250,000,000
of passengers and 56,000,000 tons of goods.
The average charge for each pussenger was
one-fitth of a penny per mile, and the average
charge for goods was a haifpenny a fon.
(Cheers.) T would ask my right hon, friend
the President of the Bonrd of Trade Lo try
whether he cannot bring about a reduction in
railway rates and charges in this country to
those low amounts.

Aund so he goes on. I commend that
view to the Government. These millions
of people are governed absolutely on
socialistic principles. No private ownur-
ship of land; no private ownership in
railways; canals cut for the people; and
not only that, but under the head of
“commercial transactions” those who
are upon the land are advanced money
for cultivation purposes.

Mz. Bate: The same thing exists in
the Struits Settlements.

Me. WALKER : The same thing, 1

wm reminded by the member for Brown
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Hill, exists in the Straits Settlements.
Yet we are told the views entertained on
the Opposition side are impraciicable.
i'he London Times, in commenting upon
this subject, says . —

Jpinions have differed very much in the
past upon the amount which private indi-
viduals ought to pay for the use of public
property. Unbending socialists of the ox-
trethe schoel maintain that, as the Jand is the
joint property of the whole people, private
individunls should pay for the use of it an
amount ¢qual to the advantage they cenjoy.
The rigid application of this arguwent to
India would demand that the land revenue
should be cquivalent to the full cconoic
rent—in other words, that the occupier should
piay to the State an amount oqunl to the
preferential advantage which he derived frow
the use of a certain piece of land. There is
1o more reason, the socislist maintains, why a
private individual should pay less tham its
murkut value for the unse of a yiece of land
than there is why he should pay lesy than t.e
market price for a log of timber from the
State forests. After o long controversy, the
individualists in the Government of India
prevailed ; the principle of land natiovalisation
was not carried to its logical conclusion, and
the 8tate in India appropriates to itself some-
thing less than a half of the uncarned incre-
ment.  Fo socialists that is, perbaps, dis-
appointing, but the amazing thing is that, when
echoos of this old controversy were raised in
the House of Commons on July 20, Sir Henry
Fowler's was the only voice raised in favour
of land nationalisation ; the protessed socialiats
ranged themselves ou the other side. DMMr.
Keir Hardie did, indeed, say that v, Morley’s
account of the profits derived frow railways,
citmials, and forests owuned by the State fell
like refreshing balin upon the benches upon
which he sat; buthe made no efforh to support;
Sir Henry Fowler in his gallant attempt to
secure recognition of the far more impnrtant
principle that the unearned increment in she
value of land belongs to the State. In the
nationalisation .of capital the Government of
ludin has also achieved remarkable success,
In the fivst place, the State supplies the
capital for ygigantic operations, which in the
Indian system of accounts ave classified with-
out ambiguity as “ comnmercial undertukings,”
My Morley made it so plain to his hearers in
the House of Commons that the vailways,
canals, and the forests of Indin are all manpged
upon socialistic pringiples, that this portion
of his speech was greeted with cheers from
the Labour benches.

What is good for a great dependency like
India, applied there, governing so many
millions, producing u surplus, and which
after all beyond all experience of govern.
inent pays for the flower of the Enylish
army, ruises n vast sum of which Eogland
gets the bepefit: an example of thal
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kind should make Ministers hesitate
before falling into a policy of absolute
individualism and selfishness, private
enterprise and perpetual competition.
It is to get sowmething of that kind
obtaining in India and producing such
good results that the Labour party is
formed und the Labour purty works, I
submit if this principle were put into
operation, if we had the cupitalisation or
State nationalisation of our capital, in
other words if we conducted our own
banking operations or cultivated our own
land and put the peasantry on it assist-
ing them to work, there would be neo
need for the paltry irritating tazes which
the Government inflict on the House and
the country. It is for that change we
arc working,
drawn atiention to these facts 1 again
repeat that the Government have rested
on this State like an incubus, taking
from it its life blood and paralysing it in
every aspect.  There is no industry but
will wither while they last. Work which
more or less was plentiful when they
came ‘nto office is not to be found to-day.
Factories which were going are *sack-
ing” their hands. Tabour which was
well employed has ceased to find its
avenve since they have come into office.
They talk about o progressive schewe
of immigration and land settlenient;
but where are they going to  find
work for the workless about us?
Families are growing wp without
hope or prospect. I admit in addition
to having an apathetic Government
not alive to the dangers around
them, pot in touch with the people,
making no wmove to help on the
struggling in this land, we have that
dreadful incubus at Melbourne taking
from ug our resources and our means
of livelihood. 1 will admit that compe-
tition is keen and strong. But what
is being done by the Government to
conuteract it? They know that evil
exists. They know that octopus has its
tentacles arcund us. They kpow we
have sucrificed State rights. They kuow
we cannot withstand the competition,
that our own enterprise and our own
workmen cannot fight against the surplus
stucks dumped upon us.

Me. Ewixg: That is the whole trouble.

Mr. WALKER: What are the Govern-
ment doing to counteract it ¥

|25 Ocronen, 1906.]
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tion.] Am I the Government? The
fact that they ask me what shall be done
is a proof that they do not know. What
is the Minister for Works doing to give
employment to the people? He is re-
fusing to give money that has hitherto
been granted in order to keep the works
of the State in repair, and to find employ-
ment. They are cutting down expenses
and sacking men, filling or crowding still
farther the unemployed market. What
is the Dinister doing to lift this country
up, to find work, to afford employment,
to make this land prosperous? What
are the Government doing but taxing
those who wre day by dav getting
Thut is {he
position ; still more burdening the coun-
try with hewvy weights; no sign of
life. The Labour party when in office
was called a mark-time party. This
is a drowning party. Its policy is
* Flout alony as lony as vou are fat enough
to swim; slok afrerwards” No effort
whatever to preserve one's life or
energy. The wmembers of the Govern-
ment sit in their chuirs pretending to
rule the country, but accepting the
expression of opinion of every Tom,
Dick, or Harry, as to what chall he the
laws of the country, taking counsel with
all their friends upon this side and trying
to shape u policy, mixed-up mosuic laws
of all kinds of combinations, just to suit
their followers, that they may get this
vote or that passed. 'Tbere is something
of manbood lacking in a Government
which lives on sufferance. There is no
manhood, no diguity, no consistency with
prople who glide with the times, yielding
to the popular view, whatever it is.
They say © We will bring down a tax on
education.” But there is a cry outside,
and they draw in their horns and imme-
diately back down, without a fight, with-
outunexcuse. In all their great measures
they bave so yielded that none of their
measures will be recognised by them
when this session is over, or by anybody
else, us measures they introduced, the
Government heing content to allow them
to go and showing no spirit, no inde-
pendence, and no character, but being
pulied this way and that with every
swerve of the tide. That is the Govern-
wnent we have ro-day. Do we wonder
that the country is steeped in lethargy,
that the dulness of hopelessness exists ?
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The people are leaving the State by every
ship, and emigration is reducing the
country to a simple sheep-walk, where no
man can live who is not a sort of primi-
tive shepherd. That is the sort of policy
of this Government. Aguinst that poliey
I intend to fight, I wantto see a Govern-
ment that will gain its revenne by in-
creasing employment and setting life
Howing thronghout the State, and not a
Government that locks up its money-
chest and sits apon it, when the money
shonld be used for advancing the indus-
tries of the land, and should be set flow-
ing for the henefit of the State.

On ‘motion by Mr. Ewine, progress
reporied aund leave given to sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10-20 o’clock,
until the next Tuesday.

Legislatibe €ouncil,
Tuesday, 30th Octobe.r, 1906,

Pagr:
Bills : Boat Licensing Act Amendment, 3r. moved 2.55l
Municipal Corporutions, 28, 2536
Agricultural Bank [consolld.utlon ‘and ‘nmend-
ment}, In. . 2563
Laud Act Amendwment, 2. rlehate postponed 9aﬁ
Adjournment of Houge .

THE PRESIDENT tooL the Chair ai.
430 o’clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESEXNTED.

By the CoLoN1AL SECRETARY: 1.
Fifth Annual Report of the Caves Boarl
for the year ended 30th Juuwe, 1806. 2.
Report and Returns in accordance with
Clauses 54 and 83 of “The Government
Railways Act, 1904, ¢quarter ended 30th
September, 1906, 3, By-laws of the
Municipalities of Perth and Vietoria
Park.
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Boat Licensing Rill.

BILL —BUAT LICENSING ACT AMEND-
MEXNT.

SECOND READING

Tue COLONJTALSECRETARY (Hon.
J. 13, Connolly} in moving the seconed
reading said: This is a short Bill to
amend the Boat Licensing Act of 1878,
which is out of date, and as at present
constituted is not workable. The atnend-
ing measure is brought in principally to
give boat licensing boards proper powers
to make regulations for requiring that
bouts shall not earry more than a limited
number of passengers, und shall also have
life-saving appliances. A little whileago
two steamers, I think the * Duchess " and
“Dunskey,” collided in dMelville Water,
The < Duchess™ was supposed by vegula-
tion to bave on hoard u life-belt for
every person on board; but when the
accident happened there were really no
life-belts at all on bourd. Tt was found
afterwards that they had been taken off the
boat and left in 4 shed. The secretary
of the boat-licensing board was dirvected
to prosecute the owners of the “ Duchess ™
for this apparent breach of the regula-
tions ; but the board were advised that
they really had no power, and were not
at all likely to succeed. The results ot
that accident between the * Dunskey”
and “ Duchess” might have been far
mare serious that they were; for the
accident happened in the dark, and there
were about two hondred women and
children on the boat. If the collision
had been a little more severe, one boat
would have gone down, and the proba.
bility is that the great majority of people

MOVED.

~on hoard would have been drowned. Thi:

Bill gives boards better powers to muke
regulations as to the pumber of pas-
sengers licensed to he carried on that
kind of steamer, and compels such boats
to carry one life-saving belt for each
passenger.  Tast week there was a
capsize in the river, and five jper
sons unfortunately lost their lives, Ii
this measure had been in force, and
that boat, which was a licensed boat, hasl
been compelled to carry a certain number
of Life-saving appliances, and bad heer
limited to carrying a certain number of
passengers, probably those people michi
have been saved, and it is pretty certain
that some of thew could have heen saved
by this means. Clauvse 2 of the Bil



